EDITION 


sateen 


FIRST ENTRY 
O29. OBA 
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‘DEGRADATION 


NINTH ENTRY 
LIGHT AND DARKNESS 389 


TENTH ENTRY 
COLLAPSE 


ELEVENTH ENTRY 
ADDICTION 


"National stiads Prevention Lifel ine offers dofifdential Resor 
for those in Crisis or emotional distress. You: can ell 988 or go to 
988lifeline. org for free, 24] i help. 


mea’ s/s 
YOU STILL | 


WORKING, LTT - T HAVEN'T 
BOSS2 YR | | | COME UP 


il lait e | | WITH THE 
4 “Fhe : (a) ORV GOR 
[- Xo fo THE NEXT 


SERIAL. 


CLICK 
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1 ee 
Usam 
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-Usamaruirunlyas— 
‘Manga Artist 
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2 ee 
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a % Name: Anonymous 
RED ERK panerteey rc 
=< steak Mlastps). | got depressed reading it. 


mercies Bp, But | can’t stop reading it. Take a look! 
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_ Yozo, age 25 ig 


f wow, 
LOOK HOW 
FAKE THAT 

SMILE IS... 


CREEPY 
KID. 


HE LOO 
LIKE AN 
OLD MAN. 


HIS FACE 
IS TOTALLY 
LIFELESS... 


Yozo, age 17 


WHAT A 
HANDSOME 
YOUNG 


Yozo, age 6 
WHAT 
COULD HAVE 
HAPPENED 
TO HIM IN 
BETWEEN 
THESE THREE 
PHOTOS? 


Yozo, age 25 fate 


Yozo, age 17 


THE Guy's 
NAME IS 
YO2O OBA 
AND THE 
TITLE OF HIS 
DIARY IS 


No Longer Human 


The Diary of Yozo Oba W 


PVE LIVED A LIFE FULL OF SHAME. 


First Entry: Yozo Oba 


Mog ‘ : : =.) I DIDN'T 
Kaido & xf hn (o> Moe \ aR KNOW 
Academy |} S - bay / Tig ‘ a - : \ ANYTHING! 


Private 


High 
School 


& © BYTHANKS!/| 
EWW! (hovid | 
aay Walla I 


| 
Ke 


OM 


STUPID 


HE REALLY 
KILLS me! 


I PUT 
TOGETHER 
ALL THESE 


HE ALWAYS 
HAS 
SOMETHING 
READY FOR 


THE CAMERA. 


WHAT'S ¢ 
WITH THIS 
SERIOUS 


IS THAT 
CHAIR IN A 
FURNITURE 

SHOP2! IT's 
HILARIOUS... 


HE STILL \ 
LOOKS SO 
COOL!! 


IT'S HIS 
SMILE THAT 
ALWAYS 


I SUCCEEDED IN BEING 
SEEN AS “MISCHIEVOUS,” 


AS LONG AS I KEPT A WINNING SMILE ON MY FACE, 
THEY WOULDN'T HATE ME. 


SCRITCH a2 ( | 


i 
2 i ‘ 
i aie t 
1 | 


| J OBA Y] 


WRONG. 


I ALSO NEED TO PAY ‘ 
ATTENTION TO MY TEACHERS. <~ you 


I MAKE SURE TO GIVE ALWAYS 

THE WRONG ANSWERS AT rf ps gets 

CRUCIAL MOMENTS. we i, poten 
END. 


) 
\ 


A PERFECT STUDENT ISN'T POPULAR. 
< S im| I NEED A BIT OF SLIPPING UP 
IN ORDER TO BE LIKED. 


I WISH I WAS 
GOOD AT 
SPORTS 
INSTEAD. 


THE IMPORTANT 
THING IS TO BE 
HUMBLE WHEN I'm 
BEING PRAISED. 


I SEEM LIKE A 
GOOD 6uy2 


py 
GIVE ITA 
MEGA- 
TRY! 


ee 
| 


Pow! 


I'VE PLAYED 
THE CLOWN 


FOR I7 VEARS. 


z 
Ss 
O 
pe | 
O 
< 
= 
< 
rm 


SOUNDS 
DESPER- 
ATE. 


HEDID ALL \ oss 
THAT JUST \ 
TO GET 
PEOPLE TO 
LIKE HIM2 


WHAT'S 
WITH 
THIS 
6uYy2 


I DON'T BRING OUT THE 
CLOWN WHEN I'm HERE, 
SO I CAN PASS AS OBA 
THE COOL GLY. 


YOU'RE 
KINDA 
COOL! 


[isn't IT's 
THE WYETH \ 
EXHIBIT pone 
GOING ON | Rr 


Now2 _/|| | 


THE NEW 
6UY... 
WHAT 
WAS HIS 
NAME2 


i) NOT 
ry REALLY. 
LA, 


a 


I'm 
MASAO 
HORIKI. 


~ 
) N 
oo ( 
ae a 26 
- si 
. 


LET'S 
HANG 
OUT AFTER 
CLASS. 


i ‘XN 
WHAT, 
45| ) \S THIS YOUR 
25\« FIRST TIME 
- 2 HA 


] 
P 
| 
| 


TLL 
HAVE TO 
TEACH YOU 
ALL KINDS 
OF THINGS! 


HORIKI OR 
MASAO, 


FOR A NEWCOMER, HE HAD A BRAZEN ATTITUDE, 
BUT I COULDN'T HELP BUT OBSERVE THE GUY BECAUSE HE, 
TOO, WAS A CLOWN. 


HORIKI. 


WHICH ONE 
oFuswouLp \ fe *, 
YOU RATHER 7 


(THE BEER 
MUG'S IN MY 
MOUTH!) 


EXCEPT, UNLIKE MY OWN, 
HIS CLOWNING WASN'T 
CALCULATED. a 
Wal 
\ i ph f 


\ 


HIS CLOWNING 
WASN'T HIDING 
ANYTHING... 

NO SUFFERING, 
HE WAS SIMPLY 
JOKING AROUND. 


HE MADE IT 
LOOK EASV... 


AS LONG AS I WAS WATCHING HIM, 
I DIDN'T FEEL THE NEED TO PERFORM. 


B 


YOU MEAN 
TO TELL ME 
YOU LIVE 
ALONE, 
yo2zo2! 


STUDIED HARD 
AND CAME 
TO TOKYO 
FOR HIGH 
SCHOOL. 


Fy) THIS PINK * 
gen) SALON IS 


you 
SURPRISED 
ME 


ay 
Ws. 
est 
wo 
age 
a 
< 


600D |e ae ee ee / No one’s 
FOR laa a { EVER BEEN 
eee os SO GENTLE. 


FOR THE PAST YEAR 

I'VE FREQUENTED 
MASSAGE PARLORS, 

PINK SALONS, 

AND SOAPLAND BROTHELS. 


FOR SOME 
REASON, 

WHEN I'M 

IN THESE PLACES 
I NEVER LIE. 

I EVEN GIVE 

MY NAME. 


WHEN I'M HERE SEEMS LIKE 
THE ONLY TIME THE SMILE 
ON MY FACE IS GENUINE. 


THERE ARE NO 
GAMES HERE. 


I HAND OVER THE MONEY 
AND SATISFY MY DESIRES. 


THERE IS NO NEED 
FOR ANY TROUBLESOME 
PROCESS ALONG THE WAY. 


AH... WHAT A RELIEF... 


YOU'RE — you'LL 
_ COME 

f 4 \\ | BACK AGAIN, 

Z \ WON'T YOU2 


TOTALLY 
MY TYPE. 


ACTUALLY, = 
HERE'S MY \ses, ws 
Numper, fo 7 pce 
CALL ME. Mp dss 


I WOULDN'T 

MIND SEEING 

YOU OUTSIDE 
OF WORK, 


OH WOW... 

you've GOT 

THE CUTEST 
SMILE! 


I'LL BE 
WAITING 


THAT HER TITS y > 
WAS THE & A WERE THIS [77 
FRIGGIN’ ¢ ; HUGE AND 


SHE WAS 
CUTE AND 
SWEET. 


iH 


WE'D HAVE AN ORDINARY CONVERSATION, 
AN ORDINARY DATE, AND ORDINARY SEX. 


THAT KIND OF “ORDINARY” 
WAS COMPLETELY BEYOND 
MY COMPREHENSION. 


THAT'S SO 
SAD... 


THAT'S THE “ORDINARY” RESPONSE FOR THIS SITUATION, 


WHY 


DON'T 
YOU JUST 


THOUGHTFUL TOWARDS FRIENDS. 


EARN POPULARITY BY BEING 
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Etiees i 


HUMAN BEINGS TERRIFY ME... 


{BORE THE WEIGHT OF A 
‘DOZEN MISFORTUNES, SUCH ” 
MISFORTUNES THAT, HAD A 
FELLOW MAN TAKEN ON A 

| ne ONE OF THEM, 


“Le Ae, 
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WHILE SURFING 
THE WEB IN 
SEARCH OF 

MATERIAL FOR 


MY NEXT MANGA 


STORY, I HAD 


MADE MY WAY TO 


THE DIARY OF 
A 6UY NAMED 
YO2ZO OBA. 


SECOND ENTRY 
A FACE) 
DISTORTE 


HE REVEALED HIS 
ACTIONS AND 
INNER THOUGHTS 
IN SURPRISINGLY 
VIVID DETAIL... 
THE SITE WAS 
CALLED 
“NO LONGER 
HUMAN"... 


Nisshin 
| Fine Arts 
i] Preparatory 

School 


— 


MASAO HORIKI, 
1& YEARS OLD 


; HE DRINKS], 
Gf) OBA'S THE He smokes, Sf 
HEY, j DELIN- HE GOES TO 
DON'T GO QUENT! cats BS HooKeRs. 
DRAGGING OBA ee = 
ALONG IN YOUR 
DELINQUENT 
WAYS. 


"10 cueck “Te (a 


OUT YOUR | 
PLACE 
TODAY. 
Yo ‘ 
_ 
a e 
ZETA THIS IS 
ep WHERE 
Utd YOu 
(Ley Live?! 
4 if | 


HOLY! eee 
WHAT AN Ee 
AWESOME 

View! lies 


A HIGH 
SCHOOLER Be 
GETS TO LIVE 
HERE ALL BY 
HIMSELFZ 


te UNG wc 


i | 


yO20, DO 


YOU ALWAYS} 
MAKE IT TO | 
SCHOOL? ; ts 
NN )) 
AA. Bh 
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YOU MUST 
BE REALLY 
RICH. 


IT's my 
FATHER'S PRON 


me APARTMENT. ie 


T HATE 
SCHOOL. 


\ 
A\\g 


— 


_[ 17 wears 


\ 


/\ Me OUT... ] 


I'VE SPENT 17 YEARS 
TRYING TO PLEASE 
PEOPLE WITH MY 
CLOWNING. 


I JUST DON'T 
UNDERSTAND 
HUMAN BEINGS, 


THOUGH TERRIFIED OF HUMAN BEINGS, 
THE THIN LINE OF MY CLOWNING ALLOWED ME TO 
CONNECT TO THEM. 


GONNA 
COME... 


DELIVERY 
SERVICE. 


I'm 
ACTUALLY 
ONLY 16. 


OUR PLACE 
ISN'T FULL- 
SERVICE, 


YOU'RE 
JUST MY 


I'm NOT 
THAT KIND 
OF GIRL. 


YOU'RE 
TOTALLY 


MY TYPE. 
I'D Quit 


THIS JOB... 


GIRLS ARE 
GONNA FALL 
FOR YOU. 


GIRLS ARE 
GONNA FALL 
FOR YOU. 


THAT'S 
wuat my ()° 
FRIEND 
TAKESHI FROM 
JUNIOR HIGH 
USED TO 
SAV... 


WHY HE'S 

COME TO 

MY MIND 
JUST 
NOwz2 


THATS | 
SCARY... | 


I CAN'T 


ALL FREAKED 
OUT WHEN I 
SHOWED HIM 
ONE OF My 
DRAWINGS 


STUPID 
IDioT!! 


I REALLY DON'T 
UNDERSTAND 


PEOPLE... 


SEVERALDAYS f= 4 so 
YESTERDAY 


UP BY THIS 


WOULD YOU 
COME ALONG 
| witHme 
PLEASE2! 


age. 

' AN ONTTE: ED 
sien REFORM |. 
\ ASSOCIATION 


E = tf 
| IT TURNED OUT TO BE A POLITICAL GET-TOGETHER. |] 
(LOL) S 


60 


WHEN BUSINESS 
IS BOOMING 
THEY WORK 

LABORERS LIKE 

MACHINES 


( LET ME 
EXPLAIN HOW 
DEVIOUS THIS 


SCENARIO Is! « 
NY} 
= f 


 D AND WHEN 
BUSINESS 


DID YOu KNOWS 


AN ELITE FEW 
RULE THE 


IN FACT, 
BOTH 9/Il 
AND THE GULF 
WAR WERE 
BROUGHT 
ABOUT BY THIS 
ROCKEFELLER 
SCENARIO, 


WHAT WILL 
THE NEXT 
SCENARIO 


SLUMPS THEY 
UNIUSTLY 
SWING THEIR 


BETWEEN \S 
CHINA AND JAPAN \-Z 
OVER THE 
NATURAL 
\\ RESOURCES IN | 
\ THE EAST CHINA 


ue 
VES, THE 
HUNDREDS OF 
TRILLIONS OF VEN 
THAT WE JAPANESE 
HAVE PRUDENTLY SAVED 
HAVE BEEN LISED TO a. BUT 
PURCHASE AMERICAN 
BONDS AND PROP UP 
THE US. 
ECONOMY, 


INTENTION OF 
PAYING US BACK— 
THEY EXPECT US 
TO FORGIVE THEIR 
DEBT WHEN THEY 
DEFAULT. 


AMERICA HAS NO 


|IT's AN OUTRAGE i | 


THAT WE JAPANESE ~NU] 
HAVE BEEN DUPED (ff 
INTO BECOMING 
AMERICA'S DOG @SUB 

without even GN | 
REALIZING ON \/ 

iT! 


THEY'VE 
FORCED US 
UNDERDOGS 

TO SHOULDER 
RISK WITH NO 
RETURN, 


IT \ 
SOUNDS LIKE 
YOU'RE ONE 


I EVEN 
SURPRISE 
MYSELE.. 


= 


a 


OBA, BE 
INCON- 
SPICLOUS. 


THIS BE 
THE DIET 
BUILDING. 


LIKE A 
TOURIST 
FROM THE 
COUNTRY- 
SIDE! 


{ 
W\\ \ ee” GRADUALLY I REALIZED THAT THIS 
r\\ GROUP WAS PLANNING TO BLOW 
UP THE DIET BUILDING AS WELL 
AS MAJOR CORPORATIONS, 


THEIR LEADER, 
SASAKI, WAS A “NEET” 
WITH A PH.D. FROM 
TOKYO UNIVERSITY. 


IT WILL 
MEAN 

CHANGING 
THE WORLD. 


I'VE HAD 
ENOUGH 
OF THEM! 


@ 
V2 : 
A SHE NEVER 

BOW TOKE PAYS ANY 
Bp ah ies ATTENTION 
CONSIDER L cane 
SOCIALISM! \ a 


os = 
ANYBODY = \ 


CAN SEE THAT) \ 
SHE'S FALLEN S) (\ 4 
FOR VOU. A || || 


SHIT... 
DID YOU DO ite 
ets THAT'S NOT THE 
REASON WHY 
1 GO THERE 
4 v ANYWAY. 
\ ee q 


Second Entry: A Face Distorted 


)\ SO WHAT 


DO YOU 
60 THERE 
FOR? 


NO REAL 
REASON 


—1/_\ 
Ey, purs ME AT EASE TO 


IN FACT, NT. MAKES ME FEEL 
SO KINDHEARTED. ys 
Le aN oe 
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ee 


MANY OF THE PEOPLE WHO GATHERED HERE 
WERE FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES WHO HAD BEEN 
LAID OFF. 


A a \ 
PL, Ns SEBSION : 
™ GT Ye 
i - prow 
pps ve ive 
1) |\k 
| Siaer , 7X 
: LOTS OF YOu \——_|, \ 
/ DIFFICULT TO HAVE HAD NO LL oe 
FIND ANOTHER CHOICE BUT NS memo) BUT CAN'T pe 
JOB WHEN YOU'RE TO TAKE I CAN Aue Y YOUPEOPLE | _ 
DOWNSIZED TEMP WORK, , UNDERSTAND SPELL2 ; 


AFTER THE WHY YOU'RE Js 


AGE OF 40. i UNHAPPY. 
—— YS = = \ 
AUN 
IS IT | 
REALLY THE NVA AH... 
GOVERNMENT'S \ a a | HOW 
FAULT THAT AN ) ~{ PATHETIC 


YOU CAN'T (FQ |. 


FIND WORK / | a “\ p YOU ARE. 


AGAIN2 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK 
ABOUT ALL 
THIS, YO? 


HA, YOU 
WEREN'T 
LISTENING, & 


WHAT 
WOULD 
HAPPEN Ir Vf 
THEY FOUND | 
OUT I'm 
RICH2 


~ yoz0, 
y WHAT DO. 
YOU SAY... ¢ 


HEL 


TI SHOULD 
HAVE NEVER 
BROUGHT 
YOU TO THAT 
PLACE... 


BEING WITH SUCH MISFITS 
GIVES ME A STRANGE SENSE 
OF RELIEF AND COMFORT. 


I BECAME ACTIVELY 
INVOLVED IN AIDING 
THEIR EFFORTS. 


I GOT IN GOOD WITH THE LEADER SASAKI... 
HE EVEN STARTED SHOWING ME TOP-SECRET PLANS. 


THAT'S 
DAD'S 
PARENT 
COMPANY! 


aes 

Ac 
Rea 
IY > 


IF I were WB \ 1 f. AY ‘im || 

TosLowup VA owe «| / . oe Wy] ~WOULD Be 
THAT : IN| THE LOOK 

COMPANY... : | ON HIS 


FACE? 


I CAN'T REMEMBER. 
DAD'S FACE 


yozo, 
WE'RE TAKING 


A PICTURE! 
: YOU'VE 


60T TO 
STUDY 


WHAT 1S 
PROPERZ 


WHAT COMES 
AETER 
“MORE"2 : 


- WHAT IS 
ORDINARY? 


ee a : ee HOW CAN YOU BE SURE 
Irvou | 2 ee - YOUR NOTION OF 


LIKE IT, | wu ? ( 
THEN ay ; Z : PRAN HAPPINESS MATCHES 


LOOK LIKE 
IT TASTE YOU DO 
GOOD? > 


: (too, $ 
_ T BROUGHT 


eae POI HEN 
SOUVENIR \ , < : 
FROMTHE # 7 \ ope 


LION. 
DANCE. a7 : ‘3 HAPPY! 


DAD, CY 
I DON'T GET IT Sigs aN mM some- \ 
AT ALLH THING THE } 

\ MATTER2 


A sy Na 
BECAUSE THIS Y 
IS A DANGER- 
OUS MISSION, 
SOME OF US 
MIGHT GET 
ARRESTED. 


I'D NOT 
WANT TO 
60 TO 

JAIL. 


IT'S 
SCARY... 


/ WHAT IS 
THAT, SOME < 
KIND OF 
GHOST? 


Now I 
REMEMBER. 


AND THIS 


ISN'T A 
GHOST. 


THOUGHT 
IDIDA 
600D 


PERHAPS TD BE BETTER OF 
: THAN. SPENDI ) 


~~. 
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BEING OU 
THERE WAS 
SOMETHING VAGUELY 
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@ : WHAT 


YOURE hu Ba pre vou 
ome 4 > \ DOING 


STAIRS2 HERE? 


MY SENIOR VEAR 


MY TRUANCY 
INCURRED MY 
FATHER’S WRATH, 


IN ORDER TO 
“BEAT SOME CHARACTER” 
INTO ME 


ne Z “ 


THE CREDIT CARDS AND APARTMENT I'D HAD AT MY 
DISPOSAL WERE TAKEN AWAY FROM ME. 
MY LIFE SAW A DRASTIC CHANGE. 


HoOwAMI yoo 
suPPOSED /- =. 
TO LIVE... 


ON DAD'S ORDERS MY OLDER 
BROTHER SUDDENLY CAME TO 
TOKYO AND DRAGGED ME OUT 
OF THE APARTMENT. 


WITH NOTHING BUT THE CLOTHES 
ON MY BACK, I WAS MOVED TO THIS 
HOVEL OF AN APARTMENT THAT HAD 
ALREADY BEEN ARRANGED. 


/ ve 
ONLY I'D 


BROUGHT 


ALONG MY 


COMPUTER 


te) 


I'LL TURN OVER A NEW 
LEAF AND WORK PART- 
TIME AND SHOW UP AT 
SCHOOL— 


zai 


YOU'RE 
JUST IN 
TIME 
FOR THE 
AMAZAKE! 


OF ME AS 
YOUR BIG 
SISTER. 


SEEM LIKE 
\ YOURSELF 
\ LATELY. 


"TRUTH IS... 
THAVEN'T 


IN BEING THERE FOR OTHERS, I DECIDED THAT SHE WOULD 
BE THE WAY TO KEEP MY HUNGER AT BAY. 


1B YEARS 5 


I ALSO 
BAKED 
COOKIES 
FOR YOU, 


YOU LOOK 
DIFFERENT— 
WHAT 
HAPPENED?! 


BEEN TO 
ex ART CLASS 


I 
EVEN WENT 
] TO YOUR 
APARTMENT 
AND YOUR 


SCHOOL! 
My Z| 


CONTRARY TO MY FATHER’S [Bgeygras 
Z 
( fA) (ZA 


PLAN, RATHER THAN 


ANY INTEREST IN 
GOING TO SCHOOL HAD 
COMPLETELY VANISHED. 


TO TAKE YOU 
TO HOOKERS 
ANYMORE... 


WRITE 
7 DOWN 
| YOUR NEW 
ADDRESS 


COME BY IF 
YOU EVER 


WILL COOK 
YOU SOME- 
THING TO 
EAT. 


HERE'S 


YOU FOR 

ALL YOUR TLL 

TROUBLE, DEFINITELY 
MISAKI. PAY YOU 


ly THE TYPE NN 


\ IX) WHO GETS 
) CAUGHT UP 
WITH BAD 


MAYBE MISAKI . THAT'S 
HAS A THING , ) TOO BAD... 
- \ SHE'S 


OUR PRIMA 


ALL YOU 
RANKING 
MEMBERS (. 

GATHERED /(/ 

HERE., lis 


\ 


RY 


ITE 


ELE 


VASHI HAS 
MADE... 


DETONATOR. 


WE'LL DEPLOY 
THEM TO 
BLOW UP TEN 
CORPORATIONS 
ACROSS 
THE CITY AT 
THE SAME 
TIME. 


AETER THE \ PON ae) ES Ni 

ATTACK WE'LL i | , ouR 

DISTRIBLITE OUR \ AMT pcvoLuTion 
MANIFESTO : R 

ON THE IS AT HAND. 
INTERNET. 


AND TO 
CAPTAIN 
IN CHARGE OF 
ALL OF THESE 
ACTIONS... 


THIS 
REVOLUTION 
- &- \ WILL MAKE YOU 
Ras ~\ A WORLDWIDE 
CASTRO.. ‘ . HERO! 


ALMOST 
SOUNDS LIKE 
THE AUM 
INCIDENT. 


YC 
‘Tex| SOMEHOW IT HAD 
fome| ALL BECOME SO SERIOUS. 


BUT, TO SURVIVE, 
I COULDN'T AFFORD 
TO LEAVE THEM BEHIND. 


THAT WAS 
GREAT. 


CAPTAIN... MY FIRST MISTAKE WAS GUZZLING 
DOWN THAT BEER IN ORDER TO ANNUL THE 
WEIGHT OF THAT WORD. 


AH... 
eh «nou IF ONLY 


WHAT'S ITHADA 


GOING ON eONpuTER 
IN THE 


Dodobashi 
Camera [ff 


oon S| 


eWD-4001\ 
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Cy 
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ime 


Iscorep % 
ALAPTOP! @f 


: I WAS DRUNK THAT NIGHT. 
NS 


\ a To. 
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. Sy 
Jae a, 
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THE i oy | 
MOON 
MAY BE 
PRETTY 
BUT... Tr : YOU 
= COULD 
: you = 
/ Like... WS COME 
so ARE Wh 4. et | coe 
sae. {A ‘\b ° \ Hp, A CUP OF 
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MISAKI 


YOU'RE 
A BAD BOY, 
AREN'T 


AMI 
DOING2 


SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS 
WOULD ONLY 
LEAD TO 
TROUBLE. 


A DELIVERY 


IT FROM 
SOME- ~ 
WHERE, 


eR 


\ \ 
amie: \ 


SASAKI'S™ 
Nox 


AND 
LAPTOP. 


I KNOW { 
YOU'RE 
IN THERE, 
MISAKI 


MISAKI IS 
SASAKI'S 


60 HOME 
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my NAME GA JY VI! 1 REALLY 
| IS AGEHA! Ly / ff ff'\|\\| eve ony 


\\ 1,000 YEN. 


JUST HAVE LE 
WATER, 


LIKE YOU 
-\ NEED TO. | 


= 


ee 
\ TEL T'LL PAY 
FOR THE Hr 
DRINKS. (an | 


ey TASTES Fo 
ee : REALLY 
; my COOP | pest 
D Z \ WW EVER 4 AGEHA! 


| ' “4 
AGEHA TOOK ME IN, NO QUESTIONS ASKED. 


AS |F IT WERE A MATTER OF COURSE, 
WE UNDRESSED, SHOWERED TOGETHER, 
AND FELL INTO EACH OTHER'S ARMS, 


THIS WAS NOTHING LIKE 
THE PURE ANIMAL DESIRE 
OF SEX WITH MISAKI. 


IT WAS A STRANGE SENSATION, 
LIKE FLOATING IN THE SE 


HE'S IN 
PRISON 
Now. 


HIROSHIMA 
WHEN T 
WAS 
TWENTY, 


BUT THIS WOMAN'S BODY SEEMED TO EMANATE A 
CURRENT OF LONELINESS THAT WAS COMFORTING TO ME. 


I FOUND THE WORD TO 
EXPRESS MY FEELINGS, 


} WHEN | NESTLED UP AGAINST. 
HER, MY OWN BODY WAS 


.. ENVELOPED BY THAT CURRENT 


©” OF LONELINESS, ‘WHICH SEEMED 
TO CONVERGE WITH THE 


. GHANNEL OF PRICKLY 


- MELANCHOLY ‘WITHIN ME. “LIKE 


BEAD LEAVES THAT SETTLE ON 
"AN UNDERWATER ROCK,” | WAS 


* ABLE TO FREE MYSELF FROM 


& FEAR AND ANXIETY. 


ee 
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s oes is 
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QDOQ OM" KAM 
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ML Coa ¢ Do te 


PLEASE 


WHEN TI LEFT HER, 
AGEHA PRESSED 
¥50,000 INTO MY HAND. 


ONE MONTH LATER, THIS WOMAN WHO GAVE 
OFF SUCH A LONELY AURA AND I WOULD 
DROWN OURSELVES IN THE SEA AT KAMAKURA... 


OOUBLE 
SUICICE | 


1S DELIVERED 
IN CASH BY 


EACH MONTH 
‘ ON THE 


7 Cy 
NOBODY 
AROUND | 


SOMEONE 
WAS 
HERE... 


THEY 

ONLY 

JUST 
STEPPED 


IS THAT 
you, 
OBA2 


you 
CAME BACK 
TO Us. 


WE NEED ' 
TO SPEAK 


if y / G * 


‘Ca 2 Be 
yy 


YOU'RE 


THE =| BE THINKING ) 
\ CAPTAIN. / /. 1 OF MUTINV 


Now?! 


NOT 
ONLY 
TO THE ] 
LEADER... 


OUT THERE, 
THEY'LL 
KILL ME, 


THAT'S 
STRANGE. 


THE Z3RD 
AND IT’S 
STILL NOT 


Jost 


REGLILAR 


Dear Yozer-— 


| We heard tr 
AL apedits.and. Ww 
Y. abholkt PChLNS 0 


ol that you dont have | 


ont your SCN 
enolG I need. to repedt the Yew: 


Father wae Veny..angr 


He. sas.he 5 diS Owning you. 
ink Your. Collrse 


A 
4 


tape i. ode ira 
d Lule. 


Ld. od. kno 


is front.here FOr 


REALLY 
DO THAT 
2 


Nea CLOTHE 


NO POINT \ 
IN BEING UNDER- }\ V4 
HERE ANY WEAR.. PC, 


\ LONGER... 


IT 
OPENED 
! 


FALLING 


SOMEONE 
BECOMES 
HOMELESS 


AFTER A MONTH 
HELLO, OF LIVING ON 
HORIKI2 


IN \t 
SHIBLYA, |. 


I SUDDENLY FELT LONELY 
AND CALLED UP HORIKI. 


REALLY | 
5 


he 


cue — “ 


APOLOGIZE 
PROPERLY 


I DON'T 


/ 


i) 
DI WAS MISERABLE AT 
AT POLITICAL GROUP. ( 


PERHAPS ULTIMATELY IT WAS MY NATURE TO 
SABOTAGE MYSELF NO MATTER WHERE I WAS, 


IT DOESN'T 
MEAN 
WOMEN 
DITCH YOU 


PEOPLE 
MISINTER- 
PRET THAT 

SAYING. 


WHEN A GLY 
HAS NO MONEY, 
HE GETS 
DEPRESSED, 
HE LOSES IT. 


AND, IN A FUNK, 
HE STARTS 
TO PUSH 
WOMEN AWAY 
FROM HIMSELF, 


IS THAT 
WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO YOU? 


THE FACT OF THE 
MATTER WAS THAT... 


THE ¥50,000 AGEHA HAD 
GIVEN ME WAS MAKING ME 
AVOID HER. 


A NIGHT DIDN'T GO BY THAT 
I DIDN'T THINK OF HER... 


now hh | OR 


THAT I HAVE BEING POOR 
=a] NO MONEY, Co MAKING ME ||| 
=| HORIKI MUST \ PARANOID 
FIND ME A ae ae, aw Vy AGAIN2 | 
potueR f—\~ 47 / | 
ff 7 ia a | 
: 5 | \ / \ ; Mi 
as \\ i // | 
_/ YOU'VE S- 
$0.5 <—| 607 NO Vno- 
wHaT \ \MONEY. wuere 
Ato uve,” ANP \ 
you 
tof won't WY) 
WORK, ri : 
WILL YOU} /) 
ee 2 i ot 


T THINK T’LL 
BECOME AN 
AUTHOR. 


anp | NOT 


i \\\|{ I WANT 
WHAT = maKe A | LIKE ce Hal) TO write 
2 ia KILLING | THAT. VY P\ agourt 
> SYN LIKE WITH = MYSELF, 
: OW HARRY Vl 
a) 


/ \ 1), POTTER 
2 


= [not sust\f 
~~ ANY 
® " . DIARY. 
wo 7 A NOVEL 
coe _ INN Ss { THAT READS 
_ i UKEA 
1 ee) \ \ UN DIARY. 
ars 5 {| es 
en 
WHE RA 
— t F 


BUT I 
CAN'T SEEM 
TO COME = 
up with WN 
THE FIRST gt 
LINE. 


IT SETS THE 
TONE FOR THE 
ENTIRE WORK. 


OBA 
SENSEI! 


A BIG SHOT 
ARE YOU2! 


WE NEED 
SOME GIRLS 
WITH US 


THIS IS 
ALL THE 


SHE'S NOT 
MY GIRL OR 
ANYTHING... 


I CARE IF 
HE KISSES 


oe 


a 
ae 


THAT WAS THE MOMENT T amass 
FIRST REALIZED... 


os 


to THAT I CARED 
, NS FOR THIS WOMAN. 


STOP 


oft: a STOP, 
! \ : HORIKI! 


I CAN'T Kiss “ 
WITH A SAD- 


SACK GIRL LIKE 
HER ANYWAY, 


I LIKE MUCH 
BIGGER 
BOOBIES! 


TO OTHER MEN, 
A WOMAN TI 


IS A 
“SADSACK 
GIRL" NOT 

EVEN WORTH 
KISSING... 


I DRANK MYSELF SICK THAT NIGHT. 


My THE TWO OF 
= YOU USED UP 


N/T missep 
yOu 
TOO... 


‘LET'S GO 


WE SET OUT FOR THE 
SEA AT KAMAKURA ON 
THE FIRST TRAIN. 


“AGEHA"— 
SWALLOWTAIL 
BUTTER- 
FLY, 


I GOT THIS 
TATTOO TO \. 
| KEEP ME FROM 
<\ FEELING 
——A\ DEPRESSED. 


eee 


ee 
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FLYING'S 
JUST TIRING 


“twas so \ 


BUT 


INTENT ON were 1 ath, | 
SEEING THE DISAPPOINTED |. = = 
SEA... BV THE REAL /P so]: WHATDOT \. 


EXPECT 
FROM IT? 


THING... 


T'VE HAD 
ENOUGH. 


WE CAN DIE 


TOGETHER. 


Fourth Entry: Kamakura Double Suicide 


WOULD DIE 
WITH ME2 


YOU'RE 
THE FIRST 
PERSON 
WHO'S EVER 
SAID THAT 
TO ME, 


DYING WITHOUT REGISTERING WHAT 
SEEMED LIKE AN EXCELLENT IDEA. 


THE NOTION OF A “DOUBLE SUICIDE” 
EVEN CHEERED UP THE BOTH OF US. 


= Ee 


DON'T 
THEY 
USUALLY 
TAKE OFF 


DON'T SAY 
SAD THINGS 
LIKE THAT, 


AT LEAST 
{ WHEN WE DIE, 
=| WE REALLY 
CAN BE 
LOVERS. 


THE ONLY 
ONE TO 
DIE. 


I CAN'T TAKE 
ANY MORE 
SHAME THAN 
I ALREADY 


A 


AWS 
NYAS 


: S.A ia 
SA SAMA \ e 


T 


1) 
ae 
Os 
az 
H$ 


HEY, you 
VOU 2 7 BROUGHT 

= IM BACK 
TO LiFe!! 


ont 


HE'S SO 
YOUNG... 
WHY DID 

HE DO 


THE 
WOMAN'S) | 
GONE. )\ | 
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MORTIS THAT LEFT HER ARM 


REACHING UPWARDS. 


AT SUCH A MOMENT, I WAS THINKING ABOUT 
THE FIRST LINE OF MY DIARY... 


= 


AROUND CAN, THE WORD CX 
- “BEATH” SLIPPED FROM 0 

HER LIPS FOR THE FIRST) = | 
- TIME. SHE TOO SEEMED =. 
-/ TO BE WEARY OF THE gi 
-SFFORT OF BEING HUMAN. = 
ANDO WHEN | THOUGHT. 
_ ABOUT MY FEAR OF THE 
> “WORLD—-— > 


|THE COMPLICATIONS, 


MONEY, THE MOVEMENT, - 


WOMEN, MY STUDIES— 


JUST COULDN'T BEAR 

- THE IDEA OF LIVING ANY. 

| MORE. SO WITH A LIGHT | 

_ HEART t DECIDED TO GO 
ALONG WITH HER 


_ PROPOSAL. 


| eu Batt, 
~ i, ALONE, WAS SAVED. 


(EM TMAS MOS As 
DY 


; 


St 


+ SOP 


AP SOS Oe Ate AO) a 
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I DIDN'T 
REALIZE 

IT WAS SO 
LATE... 


I GUESS 
I OUGHT TO 
GET SOME 
SLEEP... 


uruyay 


SURFING THE 
WEB IN SEARCH 
OF MATERIAL 
FOR MY NEXT 
MANGA STORY, 
I HAD FOUND 
A GUY'S DIARY. 


ALO 
IT'S GOTTA ‘ o 
BE FAKE ax ‘ 
a) 


I SHOULD 
CALL IT 
QUITS FOR 
THE NIGHT. 


HE HAD 
ATTEMPTED 

SUICIDE WITH 
A CABARET 
HOSTESS. 


vn 


ne 


I HAD HALF- 
HEARTEDLY 
STARTED 
READING 
THIS GUY 


YO2O OBA'S se UT 
DIARY... fb sgh, . BUT NOW 


I FOUND 
I JUST 
COULDN'T 
LEAVE IT 
UNFINISHED. 


=f 


Ju 
] 

Ww 
59 
wd 
z5 
ra 
iL F 


IT 
WON'T DO 

FOR YOU TO 
LEAVE THIS 
MUCH. 


EAT 
PROPERLY, 
OR YOU 

WON'T GET 
BETTER. 4 


ALL RIGHT, 
TLL BE BACK 
IN HALE 
AN HOLR, 
THEN. 


~-Fifth Entry: Suicide, Assisted 


YOu 
KNOW OBA 
IN ROOM 
304... /. 


CONTACTED 


HIS FAMILY bg 
BUT NO ONE'S 2. & an 
COMING, | 2s 
NOR HIS 
ie SIBLINGS2 
THEY DID 
/ WAS WIRE | 


\ 


BUT HE'S 
SO YOUNG 
TO HAVE 
ATTEMPTED 
A DOUBLE 

SUICIDE... 


Qa y 


\ 


FLUTTER 
FLUTTER 2% 
FLUTTER 


Stor \y it 


a 


HIS TATTOO | 


| 


. 
M, SHAME ON 
/ THE WOMAN 
WHO GAVE 
J BIRTH TO SUCH 
\ A GO0D- 
\ LOOKING kip! 


| 
{ 
| 


WOULD DIE 
WITH! 


YOU TRIED 


TIONSHIP TO DIE 


j WITH HER 
WITH ml 
pre NOT KNOWING 


. a HER NAME?! 


4 SUICIDE 
pp SITES2Z 


I SHARED WITH HIM MY LIMITED 
MEMORIES OF AGEHA... 


LET ME 
STAY WITH } 


IT ONLY TOOK ABOUT IS MINUTES TO TELL THE WHOLE STORY. 


I THINK 
IT WAS 
6OOD. 


THE DETECTIVE 
WAS VERY 
PERSISTENT 

IN HIS 
QUESTIONS 
ABOUT SEX. 


IT MUST 
HAVE BEEN 
GOOD IF 
YOU DID IT 
Twice! 


SO YOU, 

A MINOR, 
GOT A HOSTESS 
TO SLEEP WITH )- 

VOU THE y 

FIRST NIGHT! 


THEY SERVED 
NO PURPOSE 
THAT WASN'T 
LECHEROUS, 
BUT I TOLD HIM 
EVERYTHING. 


THE DEATH 
PENALTY. 


Ly, i 


by 
AND HER Y/ 
HUSBAND ARE 
IN JAIL... [% PISSED 
AT Vou! 


WE'LL TAKE 
YOU DOWN TO \} 
THE STATION 
ON CHARGES 
OF ASSISTING 
SUICIDE. 


SEVERAL 


I WAS HELD IN CUSTODY 
AT THE POLICE STATION. 


FROM 
THE START, 
YOU NEVER 
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‘ Ce 


“WHO VA 


Ps t) YOU LOOKIN! Ass a) THINK VA DOWN. 
|, Z a ts 


Ee AT2 7 — oe 


I DON'T 
6ET YOUR 
STORY. 


RESOLVED TO ee 
DIE JUST LIKE  |sINNOUIMA ' 
THAT, AND SHE 


CONSENTED. 


WHAT'S MORE, THE 


BUT YOU HAD NIGHT BEFORE, 
BORROWED SHE PAID THE 
50,000 YEN DRINKING TAB FOR 


FROM HER. YOU AND YOUR 


FRIEND MASAO 


YOU KILLED 
HER TO 
GET OUT 
OF PAYING 
YOUR 


A SMEAR ON THE WALL LOOKED 
LIKE A SWALLOWTAIL BUTTERELY. 


WHEN ALONE, T JUST SNIVELLED. 


THAT'S 


THOUGH \ 
YOU'RE A 

MINOR, 
THE FACT 
REMAINS 


BODY IS 


PROBABLY 
BE FOUND 
GUILTY AND 
HANDED A 
SENTENCE. 


MAKING 
AMENDS 


I SHOULD 
GET A REAL 


I'LL BE SUED 
AND SPEND THE \ 
REST OF MY LIFE 
PAYING REPARA- | 

TIONS TO HER 


FOR THE 
REST OF my 
LIFE, 


sO I CAN 
MAKE IT UP 
TO AGEHA, 


Assisted 


Fifth Entry: Suicide 


A REASON FOR LIVING... 


I FELT LIKE 
I HAD ONE NOw. 


HE THOUGHT ODDLY ENERGIZED 


TWELVE DAYS AFTER I WAS ARRESTED... 
MY DETENTION WAS EXTENDED AND I WAS 
HELD IN JAIL FOR ANOTHER TEN DAYS. 


aaa 


LOOK 
LIVELIER 
THAN 


200 


AFTER THAT THE MATTER 
WAS SENT TO FAMILY COURT, 
AND I AWAITED THE START 
OF MY JUVENILE TRIAL. 


THEN ONE DAY, 

I WAS SUMMONED 
BY THE DETECTIVE 
IN CHARGE AGAIN. 


FOR SOME 
REASON THE \ Sepp me | | 
VICTIM'S FAMILY HAS \ THE PUBLIC 
EXPRESSED A DESIRE PROSECUTOR IS 
THAT THE lol fy ™ ALSO REQUESTING 
DEFENDANT BE f | A LENIENCY FROM 


FORGIVEN. £| Aiy\ THE FAMILY 
‘ a2. COURT. 


wanted to See 
\ that loverbo 


THE TRIAL 
iv) 
OcANCELED 


YOU'RE 
Hs 
GUARAN- ji 
TOR, MR. fae 
suiBuTa, (| 
RIGHT? / 


WITHOUT MY KNOWLEDGE, 

THE ANTIQUES DEALER SHIBUTA, OR “FLOUNDER,” 

WHO HAD WORKED AS A SORT OF MINION TO MY FATHER, 
HAD BEEN APPOINTED AS MY GUARANTOR. 


HE USED TO \. 
PLAY WITH ME 
ALL THE TIME 
WHEN T WAS 

LITTLE. 


FLOUNDER DIDN'T SAY A WORD ON THE 
WAY BACK TO TOKYO FROM KAMAKURA. 


THIS ONE'S 

GOING TO 

BE STAVING 
WITH US. 


MORE 
LIKE 
STORAGE... 


* THIS SENSE © 
OF THINGS 
JUST 
PUTTERING 
ON... 


WHY IS 
HER FAMILY 
FORGIVING 


MASATO, 
LEAVE THE 
DISHES FOR 


HEY, 

WHAT 1S IT, 

FLOUNDER 
2 


STOP 
CALLING 


MIND YOU, 
YOU'RE A 
SPONGER. 


ACANCELED - 


TRIAL IS 
PROBABLY I DOUBT 
THE SAME AS You'LL HAVE 
@._\ CHARGES BEING A CRIMINAL 
as DROPPED. RECORD. 


el a 


IF 
YOU WERE 
TO TURN 
YOURSELF fF 
AROUND... /~ 


WITH STEADY X 

DEDICATION, 
YOU COULD 

REHABILITATE 
YOURSELF. 


SOME 
STUPID 
PIPE 
DREAM! 


TON 
money) 


WE'RE 
TALKING 


ABOUT YOUR] 


IMMEDIATE 
FUTURE. 


IF I WERE 


TO GO BACK 


TO SCHOOL, 
WHERE'D T 
FIND THE 
MONEV2 


A PAUPER 
DARES TO 
SPEAK OF THE 
HEART! 


PARENTS 
MUST BE 
SENDING 
MONEY 
HERE! 


COME TO 
THINK OF IT, 
WHY WOULD I 
EVER NOT BE 
CHARGED?! 


WHY 
WOULD 
AGEHA'S 
FAMILY 
FORGIVE 
ME? 


IT'S ALL ABOUT, 
ISN'T 172! 


THEY MUST 
HAVE BEEN 
PAID A HUGE 


SETTLEMENT 
WW 


COULD IT 
QC) REALLY BE 
UY THAT... 


NO... 
IT HAS 
TO BE... 


FATHER’S 
COMPANY Is_ NO DOUBT HE'D 
POLITICALLY a A HUSH OVER 
WELL- : = ‘ A SCANDAL IN 
CONNECTED!! ¢ oe THE EAMILY!! 


HE Py / aS BUT 
DOESN'T ee8 _ CONTROLS ME 
ONCE f ‘ : WITH 
VISIT ME IN ¥ : MONeEy!! 
JAIL... : Z 


THOUGHT 
I'D BE 
FREE... 


AGEHA, 
you 
CHEAT!! 


FLYING 
AWAY BY 
YOURSELF... 


| OVER TO 
YOUR SIDE, 


I DON'T 
WANT TO 
DIE... 


WHAT AMT 
SUPPOSED TO 


HAVEN'T 
I HAD 
ENOUGH2 


BEFORE I 
CAN MUSTER 

THE COURAGE 
TO DIE? 


DO I NEED 
TO SUFFER 
THE WORLD AND 
FEAR HUMANS 
MORE... 


aE 
oe 


pit 
pin 


ER a ee ee we? 


}sQk 


an i ci aagk Sins. Yoo 
Ro & hl 


WLS Wes O 42 


NSvauw gs 


, 
WsQ5@ 


NPV RY rQsON 4 perenne 


i d sicteicn ARRIVING ee THE 


- HOUSE, 'D EVEN LOST THE 
_ WILL TO CLOWN, WALLOWING — 
IN THE CONTEMPT OF FLOUN- 
. BER AND THE LITTLE SCAMP. . 
~ FLOUNDER SEEMED LOATH TO © 
_ ENGAGE IN ANY LONG CHATS — 


WITH ME, ANG FOR MY PART, 


HAD NO DESIRE TO SEEK sie 
OUT OF APPEAL TO HIM. | WAS 
~ BEING NOTHING MORE THAN AN 


7 pin FACED: SPONGER. 


| AASTOd UESA TERS 08S 
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TASTES 
TERRIBLE 


YOU COOK 

RICE THAT 

TASTES THIS 
BAD2 


IT'S BEEN THREE MONTHS 
SINCE I'VE COME TO THIS HOUSE. 


STAY IN 


FLOUNDER If Zi 

THINKS T'M i. CHASING 

GOING TO Sy AETER MY 
_ KILL MYSELE 7 4 WOMAN... 


I JUST 
GIVE A 
FORCED 


SMILE 
AND 


I DON'T 
HAVE 
THE WILL 
TO KILL 
MYSELF... 


LOOK AT 
ME LIKE 
THAT... 


THE BUDDHAS GLARING AT ME, I WHILED AWAY THE DAYS 
READING FLOUNDER'S OLD MAGAZINES... 


4 ST KNOW MY 

TLL <3 : FAMILY 1S 

) : SENDING 

eng MONEY TO 


BUT RELVING ON MY PARENTS 
ANY MORE WAS WORSE THAN 
SUICIDE. 


ae ee abe \ 


¥250,000 
A MONTH, 


Seen 


- THOSE ARE 
-2) TRANSFERS 

ST a7 FROM FATHER'S 

Ws COMPANY! 


WITH 
THAT MUCH } 
MONEY 


HE COULD AT 
LEAST SERVE 
BETTER 
FOOD... 


FLOUNDER PURCHASED A CAR 
THAT DIDN'T SUIT HIM. 


KEEP AN 
EVE ON HIM, 
MAKE SURE HE 
DOESN'T RUN 


ELOUNDER MAINTAINED HIS 
GRUFF AIRS, NEVER RETURNING 
MY FORCED SMILES. 


THE FACT THAT PEOPLE COULD 
CHANGE SO ABRUPTLY AND EASILY 
SEEMED ALMOST COMICAL TO ME. 


I DON'T EVEN 
REMEMBER 
AGEHA'S FACE 
ANYMORE... 


I COULDN'T RECALL MY AFFECTION FOR HER, EITHE 


Ses 


shit, 


THUS, BREATHING BUT 
DEAD... 


I'D SPENT HALF A YEAR 
AT THAT HOUSE. 


You'LL 
ATTEND A 
BVOCATIONAL 


DON'T WANT 
TO BEA 
BURDEN 


TILL GO VISIT 
SCHOOLS. 


THEY'RE 


TF THAT'S 


UNDER- 
WHAT YOU'VE 
DECIDED, ENROLLED, SO 


I CAN EASILY 
Mm = GETIN. 


OF COURSE, THESE WERE ALL LI 


HERE'S 
TRAIN 
FARE. 


DAMN, 
THAT'S 
ile al 


NOWADAYS 
WHY DO THEY LISHALLY 
YOU HAVE INSTALL PDE EILES 
YOUR OF THE 
LAPTOP2 BROCHURES 
. ON YOUR PC. 


I WANTED TO SMOKE... 
I WANTED TO DRINK... 
THE CRAPPY FOOD 
WAS KILLING ME... 


I RAN AWAY FOR 
THOSE REASONS, 


MY HEART 
IS BEATING 
AMILEA 
MINUTE... 


_ J’ YOSHINOYA 
YOSHINOYA , 


Wr 
- CY 
i 


By 


iH il 
2. 


iia 
Ve 


I'VE GOT NO 
CHOICE BUT 
TO TRY TO 
BOOST THIS. 


ae 


a 
% 


L MASAO YORIKI i ] 


ee 


HE'S THE 
ONLY 6UY 
I CAN RELY 
ON... 


\, MAYBE HE'S 
HORIKI'S A . A \ \i MADE IT 


YEAR OLDER ie - INTO SOME 
THAN TAM... a doe! 4-YEAR ART 


SEND 
Him UP! 


170 G 
BOTHER ¥¥ 


SAID HIS 
NAME 
AS OBA. 


THE COPS 
INTERROGATED 
ME LIKE HELL. 


YOU'VE GOT 
TO STOP 
ACTING SO 
STUPID. 


'M BUSY 
WORKING ON 
A DEADLINE 


eh 


scr 


SO HE'S 
DOING 
ILLUSTRATIONS 


PLEASE 
ENJOV. 


PLEASE 


TROUBLE! 


WHAT DID \ WHAT 
Icome  \ WAS I 


HERE ; : HOPING 
FOR? 


DID I THINK 
HE WOULD LET 
ME STAY 
WITH HIM2 


HE'S AN 
ACQUAIN- 
TANCE OF 

MINE. 


I'M SHIZUKO 
TANAKA 

OF TAISHU 

BUNGEI, 


He'LL Z 
GET YOU 
PREGNANT JUST 
BY LOOKING 
YOU IN THE EYE, 


AND 
RECEIVED! 


THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH, 


HE WANTS 


YOu TO 
ILLUSTRATE REALLY2 
HATIME I'D LOVE 
OTSUDA'S 
FORTHCOMING 


SERIAL. 


/ GIVE ME 


A BREAK. 
RUNNING 
AWAY... 


ee 


INS (/ SUDDENLY 
LAGAY No... FELT LIKE 
é T HAVEN'T SEEING A TLL BE S 
A HOME 


RUN AWAY OR A, ERIEND. 
{Qt ANYTHING...) & 


( SOON. 
% aN ~ EN =a . 7 


AND 
GET IT 
TOGETHER 
! 


YOU'RE 
LEAVING 


DON'T DRAG 
MASAO INTO 
HIS PROBLEMS! 


I COULD 
LIVE 


Ww 
cf 
aw 
x 
S 
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NS k 377 
NO i} 


IT HAVE MY 
REASONS 


BUT IF 
THERE'S 
ANY PART-TIME) | 
JOB I COULD 
TAKE HERE | 


PLEASE 
CONSIDER 
Me. 


A HORIK! TOLD 
ME THOSE 
REASONS. 


WITH THIS. * 
RECESSION... 
THINGS ARE 
VERY TIGHT 
HERE TOO. 


I'M SORRY 


I UNDER- ‘* WOWNABY To HAVE 
STAND, \ \ NE BOTHERED 


I CAN 
AT LEAST 
TREAT YOU. 


Chicken 
Izakaya 
Big Bird 


I PUT ON MY SMILING-BEST 
CLOWN PERFORMANCE. 


Fi = 


I REELED THE SLIM THREAD IN, LITTLE BY LITTLE, 
SO IT WOULDN'T SNAP... 


you've Wi \ 10 BESO 
BEEN =e ©) THOUGHT- 
THROUGH alte FUL AT YOUR 


ALOT, AGE, YOU 
HAVEN'T ¢ POOR 


STEP MORE... 


CAREFULLY... 
CAREFULLY... 


H 


T GET AWAY 


) 


YOU WON 


WE CAN'T 
6O TO MY 


pi 
UL 
ul 
= 
<x 
1.e) 
z 
ul 
= 
H 


TO SURVIVE 


| HAD NO ONE TO TURN TO. 
| THERE WAS NOWHERE L COULD Uh ah 


- GO 
a HORIKI. 


iE Ast teats THAT A GUY 


LIKE HORIKI'WAS'MY ONLY 
~ SUCCOR IN THIS WHOLE WORLD, 


| WAS OVERCOME WITH A. 
- TERRIBLE SENSATION THAT 
~ CHILLED MY VERY SPINE. — 


C 
WY 
wHEOYMES U DAVES ORS(H., 


ed SSE we Ss : 


oe - Pon : : Sy 
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UE 


SEVENTH ENTRY 


& 


A KEPT MAN», 


SHIORI, 
FINISH YOUR 
BREAKFAST! 


NUMBER ON 
YOUR GYM 
CLOTHES, 


266 


OKAY2 


E 


( 


HERE... 


NS 


THERE'S 


A FRIED 
RICE OMELET 
FOR YOU i : 
to mcro- / “Pp ‘ 
WAVE, Rip a 
es 
==: | oe YT SET 
oo SOME 
— COFFEE 
FOR YOU 
a AS WELL, 


NOT 
ENOUGH, 
USE THIS. 


WAIT FOR ME 
DOWNSTAIRS. J 


I'LL BE RIGHT 
THERE, SHIORI, 


Seventh Entry: A Kept Man 


(HEY, HAVE 


ALITTLE 


iC \ 


YOU GAINED 


\WEIGHTZ 4 
IN <« 


270 


a a 


ASIXTEEN- 
YEAR-OLD BOY 


HAS MURDERED HIS |" 
FATHER WITH AN | 


AXE IN A TRAGIC 


i Ae ° 
H\ mn 


“Re 


x SN 


HA HA! 
STOP, 
SHIORI 


HE GETS 
IMPATIENT, SO 
HE'S FRETTY 


THIS IS A 
GEEKY MOUSE. 
HE'S CALLED 


Po a , 
é i SA NY Jip 
WS q ; N ath ’ hoe 
Be foe™ Ran LL 1 wa 
DEA le Tene, 
nde SL be 
NEXT, = (WHATZ AREN'T 
yo2o, Ir ; YOU SETTING 
DRAW A TD THE BAR 
MANGA! / : ALITTLE 


HIGH2 


ee 


AH... 


I CAN'T 
KEEP 4 
QUIET... 


I've lived a life full of shame. 


WITH SO MUCH TIME ON MY 
HANDS, I STARTED WRITING THE 
DIARY I'D BEEN THINKING TO. 


I TUGGED AT MY CHILDHOOD 
MEMORIES AND SLOWLY, SLOWLY 
TYPED OUT WORDS. 


IN A FEW WEEKS, 
I HAD ARRIVED 
AT THIS LIFE. 


WHAT I'VE 
| WRITTEN 
DRIVES IT 

HOME, 


T'm SUCH A \ 7 
600D-FOR- ¥ , 
NOTHING, // 


IT's 
TRUE THAT 
“LOVE LASTS 
AS LONG AS 
THE MONEY 

DOES." 


ABSURD. 


IF YOU 
DIDN'T HAVE 
ANY MONEY, 
I'D PROBABLY 
BE OUT THE 

DOOR. 


YOU DON'T 
UNDERSTAND, § 
SHIZUKO. 


T'M MUCH 
BETTER AT 


WITH SLICH 
A SERIOUS 


AT LEAST AT \ 
MANGA, I'm 7, 
BETTER THAN Ag 


=f 
HORIKL., S34 


I'VE THOUGHT WILL 


YOUR DRAWINGST | you 
FOR SHIORI ARE | | GIVE IT 
SUPER CUTE! A TRY2 


THE HOUSE 
I WORK 
FOR ALSO 
PUBLISHES 


SHIZUKO SAID SHE'D ARRANGE A MEETING WITH 
THE KIDS’ MAGAZINE'S EDITOR-IN-CHIEF. 


‘TIVE NEVER 


LIKE THIS 
BEFORE.. 


BUT T SEEM 
PRETTY GOOD 
AT IT. 


ee 


ONCE I'M 
GONE, HE 
LOSES THAT 
¥250,000 


FLOUNDER. ie Ave: 


I WONDER 
HOW HE'S 


I DOUBT 
He'LL BE ABLE 
TO PAY THE 

LOAN ON 

@ THAT NEW 


MASATO 
PROBABLY GOT 
A BEATING FOR 

LETTING ME 
GET AWAY. 


T'LL SAY... 
BEING A KID 

1S SUCH A PITIFUL 
EXISTENCE, 


THEY SMILE 


THROUGH 

WHATEVER 

ABSURDITY 
ASSAILS 


THAT'D 
BE ME. 


AND BEAR THE 
WOUND FOR 
THE REST OF 
THEIR LIVES, 

THE SORRY 
BASTARDS. 


THIS 1S 
THE FIRST 
MANGA 
YOU'VE EVER 
DRAWN2 


AND THE 
RETRO TITLE, 
FRETTY PING, 

IS, IN FACT, 
REFRESHING, 


DESPITE ITS 
OVERALL fr 
CUTENESS, 
IT HAS 
A SLIGHT 
EDGE TOO. 


PEOPLE 
WHO DRAW 
ANIMAL MANGA = 7 THEY HAVE 
ARE OFTEN AN OBLIQUE 
MISANTH- VIEW OF 
ROPES. SOCIETY. 


THA 


HAVE ANY 
ANIMAL 
TITLES 
Now. 
y ( 


yozo, 
I HEARD! 


ISN'T ITS 
FANTASTIC fA 
2i x 


IF THE FAN 
RESPONSE IS 
GOOD, IT'LL BE fl 


11'S IT NEVER | SERIALIZED! (9. 
GREAT! HAPPENS THAT 
CONGRAT- 4 EASILY FOR 
ULATIONS! / UNSOLICITED 
NEW writers! 


YOU HAVE 
REAL TALENT, 


IN ORDER | 
TO WORK, \ 
YOU NEED 
TO HAVE AN 
ADDRESS. 


Vi VOUNGER QAM | 
BROTHER Lives | — — 


NEARBY, HE SAID JI 
YOU COULD WY 
USE HIS. 


YOU DON'T 
WANT THEM 
TO FIND 
OUT YOU'RE 
LIVING WITH 
SOME OLD 

Ms. 


We| ARE YOU 
ASLEEP 
j 2 
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THAT YOU 
DON'T 
LOVE ME. 


THAT YOU 
DON'T HAVE 
ANYWHERE TO 
6O AND THAT'S 

WHY YOU'RE 
HERE WITH 
: ME. 


BUT THAT'S } 
ALL RIGHT... —e= 


of 


BECAUSE 
T LOVE 
YOU... 


SINCE I'VE BEEN 


ASSIGNED IT, 

sete arty YOU BET TLL @ 
MAKE FRETTY 

PING SELL! s 


LET'S TRY 
TO GET IT ee 
MADE INTO ae 
AN ANIME! ZOUNS GH 
HE'S A GO- 


GETTER. 


I WISH I HAD 
THOUGHT 
OF A BETTER 
PEN NAME 


CELEBRATE 
THE 
PILOT'S 
PLIBLICATION! 
LET'S ALL 
DRINK, 


1 
i 


a 


“| AND : 
I [me. TACHIGAKI, \z 


Al T HAVEN'T 
“| SEEN YOU IN / 
tee AND WHO'S 
, THE YOUNG 


MAN2 


I DON'T ( 
THINK 


THIS IS QV)! 

YOTARO SENSEI, « 

THE CREATOR 
OF THIS 
MANGA. 


HE'S THE NEXT 
TAKASHI VANASE. 


YOTARO 
SENSEL 


WHY, 
YOTARO 
SENSEI! 


FALLEN IN 
LOVE AT 
FIRST SIGHT? 


A MIDDLE-AGED PROPRIETRESS, STANDING IN HER DIM BAR 
UNDER A RAILWAY BRIDGE... 


MAYBE THANKS TO THE DIARY T 
RECALLED THE PAST MORE READILY. 


ELEGANTLY FORLORN, SHE VIVIDLY REMINDED ME 
OF AGEHA'S EXPRESSION, VOICE, AND SCENT. 


LIKE DEAD LEAVES THAT SETTLE 
ON AN UNDERWATER ROCK, 
CALMNESS DESCENDED UPON ME. 


I COULD BREATHE. 


I HAD BEEN CRASHING AT 
SHIZUKO'S PLACE FOR SIX 
MONTHS. I WAS NOW 19. 


MY MANGA HAD BEEN RECEIVED SURPRISINGLY WELL AND 
CONTINUED TO BE SERIALIZED MONTHLY, BUT I BLEW ALL 
OF MY PAY ON BOOZE AND CIGARETTES. 


mom, 
T/LL WAIT 
FOR YOU 
DOWN- 
STAIRS. 


T'LL BE 
RIGHT 
THERE. 


I'M BUSY 
RIGHT 


I'M GONNA 
GET BURNED. 


DON'T 
LOVE HER 


IF I KEEP 
DOING 


NOBODY'S 
CRITICIZING 
you. 


CAN 
BLAME 
VOURSELF. 


YOU'RE 


| THe ONLY | mT) Eames YT CAN TALK 
TO ABOLIT 
THIS STUFF, JS 


SC =) 
© 


THIS BAR 
UNDER THE 
BRIDGE... 


. Is MY 
CHURCH. 


STUPID 
BOY... 


SWEET, 
STUPID BOY 


PAPA, NOW IS 
A GOOD TIME 


TO PRAY, GOD WILL HEAR YOUR 
PRAVERS, NO MATTER 


WHAT YOU ASK FOR, 


VV 
GOD MIGHT \" 
LISTEN 
TO YOUR 
PRAYERS, 
SHIORI 


\Y EVERYONE 
SAYS SO, 


| h : 


Ws 


a3 tga. BAN 
= > 2 Dear Vistard Sensei, 
My son and I always enjoy reading Fretty 


A KEPT MANN 
WHO LIES 
THROUGH HIS 
SMILE TO GETA 
WOMAN TO 
FEED HIM 


Ping very much. 


My son who is four years old insists 


ZL think Fretty Ping is @ wondertiul manga 
that reveals what a kind person you 


must be. 


LZ wish you al/ the best and hope that 


youl! continue to create such 


entertaining manga. 


A GOOD 
PERSON? 


THERE'S 
NO DOUBT 
I'LL PAY 
FOR IT. 


— 
\\ 


lee 


I'D FALSELY THOUGHT 
I WAS SAFE WITH HER. 


a foie 


HERE WAS ANOTHER 
FRIGHTENING ADULT WHO 
THREATENED MY EXISTENCE. 


CALLING ME PAPA, 


FROM THEN ON, I FORCED A SMILE AROUND SHIORI TOO. 


DUCKING 
OUT TO BLY |. 
CIGA- 
RETTES. 


I GOT TO 

THE POINT OF 
PAWNING SHIZUKO'S 
THINGS ONCE I'D 
DRUNK AWAY MY 
MANGA PAV. 


I'D GIVE 
you 
¥20,500 


TLL 
TAKE IT. 


ABOUT THE 
STUFF I 
PAWNED2 


HEY 
THERE, 
GIGOLO. 


SOMEHOW 
FOUND OUT, 


I CAN SMELL 
YO20'S JIZZ 
ON YOU, 
Ms. TANAKA! 


WELL, I'm 


THAT GUY Ve a GLAD YOU 
SHIBUTA CAME < 

LOOKING 

FOR YOU. 


LONG, LET'S 
: 6O OUT 
THIS Guy = DRINKING. 
IS LIKE AN 
ANIMAL... 


EXCEPT 
FOR THE 
TRAINS, 


THIS GLY'S 
HOPELESS! 


\S GET BY ON 
HIS SWEET 
KISSER, 


THIS GUY 
MAKES ME SICK! 


I HEAR YOUR 


MANGA IS 
DOING WELL THAT'S 
GOOD, 
\ THESE DAYS 
> 00. YOU CAN'T 
- GET BY 


biseat ~~, WHY DO 

ao I HAVE TO 
ew = : : \/ LISTEN TO 

SKILLS : : ‘ 7. ras tee 


ARE 
LECTURE 
HAKY, 
SHAKY aa 


WHY, JUST Wits 
BECAUSE HE 
TONIGHT'S (a INTRODUCED 
ON YOU, N ME TO 
SHIZUKO2 


IAS 
f eA! 
ff ANOTHER 
IT'S THE = ROUND 
DOES HE 2 / 
=) LEASTYOUT suink t Owe mama! 


HIM MY LIEE OR 


<A COULD DO. 
— SOMETHING? — me = a 


PEOPLE ¢ : \N 
WON'TLET [/ ; : Wh) | BY “PEOPLE” 
YOU KEEP EY ; ‘ 7 DON'T YOU 


GETTING s 
AWAY WITH MEAN YOU? 


PEOPLE 
WON'T LEAVE 
YOU ALONE 
UNLESS YOU 
WORK HARD. 


ering : &N YOU MEAN 
BURY YOUIE () \\e Saal VoOu'LL 
YOU TRY i - ; BURY ME. 
ANOTHER : 

DOUBLE 

SUICIDE. 


PEOPLE 


PEOPLE 


PEOPLE 


ME, ALL 
RIGHT... 


Who the * 
Aell are 


yozo, 
YOU WERE 
GROANING Woy PAPA, 
f f\\\ YOU'RE 
CRVING... 


I ALREADY 
LAID OUT 
A FUTON. 


CHANGE 


CAN ONLY \. 
GIVE YOU 


you'D DO 

WHATEVER 
T SAY, 

WOULDN'T 


T’m GOING 
TO DRAW 


i mm 


av ss se shar st : 


Mey ate 


WHY DOES 
PAPA GET 
DRUNK2 


i SO GOOD 
PEOPLE GET 


DRUNK? ee 


RIGHT. 


COME, emg 
WE'LLLOOK ¥& 


LOOK, 
MAMA, A 
FROGGIE! / 


BUT LOOK, 
HE LOOKS 
LIKE PING! 


LIKE ME 
INTRUDES 
INTO THEIR 


AND 
EVENTUALLY 


© 
z 
a 
& 
> 
oe 
wi 
> 
w 


D 


PRAYER OF 
SCUM LIKE 


AND IF HE 
LISTEN TO THE 


MAY THOSE 
TWO FIND 
HAPPINESS, 


JUST vo THE SAME THING TOMORROW, 
FOLLOWING THE PRECEDENT OF 
YESTERDAY. AS LONG AS. WILD SURGES. 
OF HAPPINESS ARE AVOIDED, NEITHER — 
_. ‘WiLL CEPTHS OF SORROW viSiT. A TOAG 
_ JUST CREEPS AROUND THE | STONE c. 

BLOCKING its WAY. : - 


tos WHEN bi DISCOVERED THis VERSE BY 
-GUY-CHAALES CROS, TRANSLATED BY — 

BIN UEDA, ALL ALONE ! BLUSHED AS — 

. THOUGH “i hee Wear PLANE: 5 


Hi A TOAD. 
(THAT 1S ME. 


WHY EVEN WONDER iF PEOPLE WILL” 


FORGIVE ME? BURYING ME OR NOT ISN'T 
THE ISSUE. | AM A BASE CREATURE, — 


‘LOWER THAN A DOG OR A CAT. A TOAD. 


BE CREEPING ALONG ON WY WAY): 


CUPRA TES HO OE 


LOL A Se BROS TAR Sosa 
oT OD WOES YP OCOS aE | 


mpi Sad 


oe 


wt 
~ 


LAOS AS NRE - 


ASO SDE LES Reo 
OME TIN SU 8 9a Sa SS RELY 


| off CHC: 


Ease 


HAE 


SENS. 
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ESD Wel TRAE 


oe 
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baz 


aS 


eS 


SER. 


Cr 


SRO 


SOAs 


.. 2 


fd # Geet he ? ~ Oe 4G 4a e é 
AIA dn sO OWI? AHI S 


a & 


¢ : 
EV S088 


Wi 


DID YOU 
FINISH IT2 


I DID BUT 
IT SUCKS AS 


yo, 
COULD YOU 
RUN OUT TO 
6ET THEM 
FOR ME? 


THE FOUR-MAT KITCHEN OF 
BAR MANOS WAS MY NEW ABODE. 


THE 
SETTING 
SUN LOOKS 
SO BRIGHT 


FORA 


Xe REASON HE'S 
VOTER LIVING AND 
SENSEI2! WORKING 


HERE FOR 
B ME, 4 


_/you DOING } 
Here? GIN! Wee 
aie aa 
mi 


| 
| 


WHY 
DIDN'T 
YOU TELL 


NEXT MONTH 
T'LL COME ZZ : 
HERE TO PICK \ ae : IT'S A BIT 
UP YOUR = M4 AWKWARD, 
MANUSCRIPT. . ine 


SOMETIMES I WORKED AS 
BARTENDER AT MANOS 


SOMETIMES I ACTED LIKE SOMETIMES I WAS LIKE 
THE HUSBAND AN ERRAND BOY AND 
Ji | SOMETIMES LIKE FAMILY. 


THOUGH IT MUST HAVE SEEMED 
LIKE A CURIOUS EXISTENCE... 


THE REGULARS TOOK TO ME AND WERE 
TERRIBLY KIND, BUYING ME DRINKS. 


THAT'S 
SOME 
NICKNAME 


you've 
60T TO 
DEAL WITH 


T/LL HAVE A GLY 


A TALK 
with Her, | WHO CUTS 


AND RUNS 
\S THE 
WORST. 


IT'S A 
PRETTY 
600D 


} loQ) ARGUMENT 'T PISSES ME 
4 Nes BUT... OFF TO HEAR 


IT FROM 
HORIKI. 


DEAL WITH / : 
MAMAZ 5 , _{ ACCEPTS ME 
J et COMPLETELY 
AST AM, 


SOUNDS 
SERIOUS | 


/ YOU CAN 
CALL ME 

MARY BUT 
I'm NO 
VIRGIN. 


I DIDN'T 
THINK So! 


MY DISGUST 
FOR YOU 
WHY IS IT HAS COME 


THAT WOMEN 
ALWAYS COME ates 


TO YOUR 
RESCUE? 


PERHAPS WE WERE WHAT 
PEOPLE CALL “BEST FRIENDS"... 


AT THIS TIME I ALSO 
ILLUSTRATED EROTIC 
DIFFERENT PEN NAME. 


NOVELS UNDER A 


YOU'RE } / 
SO KIND, \( 


ro | i" 
TRIPE? mt LooK \ 
| CLOSELY... JE 7. 
] i A vi 
i | \ 


DON'T BE 
AFRAID TO 
DRAW THE 
WRINKLES. 


| AND A 
PARTING. 
| 


S 
NI 
O 
part 
a 
(ag 
= 
te 
HH 
O 
= 
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That Youth’s sweet-scented manuscript should close! 
The Nightingale that in the branches sang, 
Ah whence, and whither flown again, who knows! 


From The Rubdiyat of Omar Khayyaém, 
translation by Edward FitzGerald 


COME TO 
THINK OF IT, 
I'VE BECOME 
RATHER 
UNGUARDED 
TOWARDS 
PEOPLE. 


SURROUNDED BY KIND 
PEOPLE FOR A VEAR, 
I WAS STARTING TO THINK 


MAYBE THE WORLD 
ISN'T SUCH A SCARY 
PLACE AFTER ALL. 


GUESS T'LL 
6O... 


THERE WAS ANOTHER 
REASON I FELT SO. 


SHOULDN'T 
SMOKE 
TOO MUCH. 


vou've 
BEEN 
| DRINKING 


SAY THAT § 
WHEN YOU 
WORK FOR 
A SMOKE 
SHOP2 


TOO MUCH 
1S NOT 
600D 

FOR YOUR 

HEALTH. 


ee ca 


Handmade Matchbooks} 
_—¥105 


Z 


LIKE SOME MIDDLE SCHOOLER 


AND HER LIPS, 
PINK AS A ROSEBUD, 
UNFAILINGLY SAY... 


YOU WORK 
FORA 


SMOKE SHOP. — 
THIS 1S NEW 


Mi) 


H A SMOKE SHOP GIRL 
CALLED YOSHINO ASAI. 


YOSHINO HAD JUST 
GRADUATED AND WAS 
ONLY 18... 


ALWAYS POLITE 


= 


HAVING GONE TO A GIRLS’ 
may SCHOOL MUST BE THE REASON 
FOR HER LACK OF WORLDLINESS. 


A TAINTED GUY 
LIKE ME COULDN'T MEET 
HER PURE EVES. 


360 


YOU'RE 
TEASING 


AND YOUR 
FOREHEAD 

IS BLINDING [_——) 
ME TODAY. 


TEASING 
A GIRL 


A MIDDLE 
SCHOOLER 
2 


mI, 


a © 


YOU'VE 
6OT AWAY 
WITH WORDS, 
omar! 


I'M EVEN 
READING 
THE SAME 
BOOK OF 
POETRY AS 
SHE IS... 


UNTIL NOW, 
ALL OF MY 
RELATIONSHIPS 
STARTED WITH 
SEX AND WENT 
ON FROM 
THERE... 


THE HELL 
AMT 
GONNA 
DO... 


I HAVE 
NO IDEA 
HOW TO 
TAKE A 
STEP-BY- 
STEP 
APPROACH. 


WOULD Sa ge IF I SAY 
SHE BE A)“ THE WRONG THING, 
VIRGIN2 (“7 2 ve SHE'LL SEE HOW 

‘ Y DISGUSTING 


SHE 


HOW THE / : 
HELL AM : 2 \ Re ‘4 PROBABLY 
I SUPPOSED TO 4 / (ALREADY 
ACT AROUND ‘ DOES. 
A VIRGIN2 


HAVE YOU 
BEEN 
DRINKING 
MORE THESE 
DAYS2 


| 


HAND YOU 
| SMOKE TOO 


THIS IS 
YOUR THIRD 
PACK TODAY. 


YOU'RE 
DRUNK 
FROM 


WHY DO 
YOU CARE?! 


I DEFINITELY 
DRANK TOO 
MUCH TODAY! 


TOTALLY 
CREEPED 


COME BUY 
CHOCOLATES 
INSTEAD. 


aif THE PRICE OF 
A PACK OF 


THESE COST 


ONLY ¥Z20 CIGARETTES, 
EACH. YOU COULD 
COME HERE 


IS TIMES...4 


T 


, 


SOMEONE 
AREN 


I KNOW 
YOU TOO 


WELL, YO. 


I GUESS 
so. 


I MUST HAVE ENJOYED ACTING 
LIKE A SCHOOLBOV... 


— Tr e 

IN WINTER, A VEAR 
ai AND A HALE SINCE I 
i] CAME HERE 


\ 
1AM \ I 


HA 
aN 


; YOU'RE 
N REALLY 
| \ DRUNK 


» 
INIA AGAIN. 
WAIN 


LOOK OUT— 
WATCH 
WHERE 
YOU'RE 
GOING! 


me} 
9° 
fe) 
= 
© 
2 
3 
> 


comes first! 
Democratic Party 


% 
«8 
a8 
pon 
go 
ae 
es 
ig 
uw 


SSS 


sae SESE TS 


S ‘as 
= SY | 
Se — 


Se 


I'm TOO 
DRUNK TO 
FEEL ANY 


GIVE uP 
DRINKING 
AFTER 
THIS2 


STARTING 
TOMORROW, 
I WON'T 
TAKE 
ANOTHER 
SIP. 


Terquit \ , f . WOULD YOU 
DRINKING \/ zZ ; GO OUT 
i a WITH ME, 
YOSHIZ 


\ 
BUT YES, 
I WOULD. 


DID YOu : 
THINK ‘ HELL, 
TM : \\ PINKY 
KIDDING ¥ ( SWEAR 
a , Wp ON IT! 


| 
t 
| 
fs 


a “sf 
NO] THOUGH I 
| Promsep \eey HOW 
YESTERDAY 9} 7/ / | couLD IT 


ol AGAIN... 


YOUR FACE 
LOOKS RED. 


YOU PROMISED i ; 
YESTERDAY. : M\\e Melee : 
VOU'D 
DRINK... 
WE EVEN VOU'R 
DID A PINKY LYING... 


SWEAR. 


THAT WAS WHEN... 


SUH Yi, \ 
yi 


\ 
by 
rve >. aan SCARES ME A 
d 
NEVER i LITTLE, BUT... 
GONE OUT = 
) 
fi a 
BUT / 
" \ IT’S ALL 
RIGHT2 


ME 


ITAKE | 
IT BACK. 


GS 


yy NA 
"4 HY 


my 


YOSHI Ty = wiltyou 
MARRY MEZ 


MARRY ME... 


To-day is sweet, but yesterday is sad, 


And sad all mention of its parted grace. 
From The Rubdiyat of Omar Khayyam, 
translation by Edward FitzGerald 


FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MY LIFE, 
I COULD THINK OF THE WORLD AS SO 
BEAUTIFUL AND JOYOUS A PLACE. 


BUT SOON 
ENOUGH... 


HOW BOTTOMLESS, UNTAMEABLE AND 
TERRIFYING THE WORLD REALLY IS, 


3 ro: NEVER SLEPT WITH) 
A VIRGIN, YOUNGER THAN ME. 
~PRESOLVED TO eat as : 

“TO ACCEPT WHATEVER DEPTHS 
OF SORROW MIGHT FOLLOW ME, 
iF JUST ONCE IN MY LIFE PO! 
KNOW A WiLB SURGE OF HAPPINESS; 
)TO BELIEVE THAT VIRGINAL BEAUTY, 


_ 


Hes 


| WHICH PO DISMISSED AS 


RW SENTIMENTAL ILLUSION OF © 

- . FOOLISH POETS, DOES EXIST; _- 

"TO GO SEE THE AOBA. WATERFALL. Z. 

--AS A COUPLE COME SPRING . oe 
‘ON A BICYCLE TRIP 

RESOLVED THEN AND THERE = 

AND DID NOT HESITATE 
TO STEAL THAT FLOWER ~~ 

7 #IN ONE SHOT.” MEY 


% eae. 


wea 
S 


GF 


: fey “ie = 
ar Crlhe ce 


X 


i 
4 


i 
FEN RS 
Sah PIBSE PE EES, UT RE CLE Onl 
roar 


4 


ESO Oba 1) 
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SEAT ACH EE 


MOMMA FESS SRO 
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IN THE 
DIARY OF A 
6uY NAMED 


I CAME NY XG 
aCe \ THINGS JUST 
OR THe ee A 0 SEEMED TO 
: GET WORSE 
AND WORSE. 
‘| BUT THEN HE 
GETS A CUTE 
GIRLFRIEND 


AND THE SEEMS LIKE 
UNEXPECTED ; ) JUST 
HAPPY : ANOTHER LOVE 
DEVELOPMENTS ny JOURNAL... 
DISAPPOINTED 
ME. 


BUT BEYOND, A GAPING DARKNESS WITHOUT RELIEF AWAITED ME. 
= . 


yo2o, 
DINNER’S 
READY! 


YOSHINO, 
ZO YEARS OLD 


yO20, 
ZZ YEARS OLD 


THE SALMON 
WAS A GOOD 
PRICE SOT 
BAKED IT IN 
FOIL! 


WE'VE BEEN MARRIED 
FOR A YEAR. 
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A PRECARIOUS MAN OF 
UNCERTAIN ORIGIN, WAS 
OUT OF THE QUESTION. 


AND SO AFTER 
MORE THAN A 
FEW DISPUTES 


AND SETTLED INTO THIS TO-YVEAR-OLD HOUSE NE 
THE SUMIDA RIVER (USING FEES IT BORROWED ON 
MANUSCRIPTS TO BE SUBMITTED IN DUE COURSE). 
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yo2o, 
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I'm 
FAR MORE 
CARELESS 
THAN YOU 


s 


PERFECTLY 
FINE 


IT 


OH, 


YOU'RE 
KIND AS 
ALWAYS. 


YOU'RE 
WORKING 


T'LL BE 
RIGHT 
WITH YOU. 


NO, 
PLEASE TAKE 
YOUR TIME. 


WE'VE ALREADY 
DECIDED TO 
REPRINT THE FIRST 
VOLUME OF 


SAY, IT'S 


JUST 
3,000 
\ COPIES. 


Ou, 
DON'T 
TROUBLE 
YOURSELF. 


YOU MUST 
BE HAPPY, 
YVOTARO 
SENSE! 


I ONCE TRIED 
TO COMMIT : 
SUICIDE WITH : BUT ONLY 
A WOMAN. : : THE WOMAN 
- DIED... 


ARE YOU 
SHOCKED2 


HAPPENED 
BEFORE I 
MET YOU... 


{ WHATEVER 
YOU'VE DONE 
YOU'RE STILL 
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OH, IT'S es 
JUST YOU, 
\ HORIKI2 ( 


MR. 
HORIKI. 


I MEAN, 
EVEN CUTER 


OF THESE POP 
IDOLS! 


YOU'RE 
LIVING A 
FANTASY, 

MAN! 


WITH 
PUBLISHING 
IN A SLUMP 


I CAN'T COUNT 


ON ILLUSTRA- 
TION JOBS. 


TO HAVE 
FOUND A 


GIRL LIKE | 1 


THAT TO 


YOU'LL WIN 
\ jy THE NOBEL 


aR PRIZEFOR f 
'/4 LADYKILLING \ 
aGaes ! 


I'M 23, 
ILIVE AT 
HOME WITH 
MY PARENTS AND I 


CAN'T GET 


ILLUSTRATORS 
ONLY MAKE 
ArEW 


mt Ee THOUSAND 
= aed 


I SHOULD X 
WRITE MY 
OWN MANGA 


NOTHING 
SHABBY LIKE 
YOURS— 
I'LL WRITEFOR 
ooo gumPl ej 


A GUY LIKE 
ME, WITH 
NO FUTURE 


THESE DAYS 
WON'T EVEN 
LET YOU DO 
THEM, 


sO 
CALCU- 
LATING. 


THAT'S 


WHY I saAID X 
YOU'RE LIVING I CAN'T 
A FANTASY. DENY THAT 


WITH ANY 
CONFIDENCE, 
BUT... 


ALL YOU'VE 
GOT ISA 
PRETTY FACE 

AND A CRIMINAL 


THAT'S 
HARSH. 


CREDI- 
BILITY 


SORRY 
BUT IT QUIT 
DRINKING 
AND 


COME OUT 
WITH ME 
AND GET 

WASTED. 


DIDN'T YOU 
COME BY 
FORA 
REASON? 


A LETTER 
FOR YOU. 


I MADE 
COFFEE. 


HER every- \ 
THING ABOUT 
SHIZUKO. 


ey yh 
AVY » Ny) 


Dear Yozo, Wello. Yow are you? 
Ward to believe it's een 
admost three years. 


EARN MRT 
BE 0 MERC )ALE o 
He oT Vg ! 


} 


ay! Wi Wy f HANI 
{ = ’ | 
L heard about your marriage L 


thom Horiki and your 
editor. Congratedations! 


BA cldFeAotthoeuot 
fuk Cott oY USK at <a 3 x 


L only ever wanted the best 
tor Yolk So Im very Aappy. 


oO rom 

\ 
hme PML DOT? | 

So BBS Uh oe 
BEA SPIKING ULE 
SHB ERE ER RUT 
“MUAY UF o 

| Congratulations on getting Fretty Ping 
published in book form! It's pretty finn), 


< 


while drinking and moaning. 
HLF wtoT. 47 OF = 
Bale, natecteek ip 
TRIB VAGKTIS BRA 
Bt Bo 4G, ja 
Shiori is already in sixth grade. She reads |-- 


|| Frectdy Ping over and over and dalks about | 
NY 4ow much she misses you. i 


N 
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I'M GOING 
OVER TO 
SHIZUKO'S, 


Tf it wotldn't be uncomfortable 
tor You, perhaps we Cotild See 
each other sometime. Your wife 
cottld join US, of course! 


Come by and See how Shier 


Aras grown. 
Sincerely, Shizuko Tanaka 


7 WHAT SHE 
DID FOR 
You, YOU 


16O AND SAY 
HELLO. 


I THOUGHT 
YOU QUIT 
DRINKING. 


EVEN YOU GET © 
NERVOUS ABOUT 
SEEING A WOMAN 
YOU WRONGED, 


DING-DONG 


SS 


DING-DONG 


AT THIS 
HOUR2 


I-I CAME HERE 
SHTRAIGHT 
AHWAY.., 


SA) HE HADN'T 


DRUNK IN A 
WHILE. 


_. a 
LOOK, § | ae GQ if Dy NY 
HIORI. YAN 1) ea 
S R AY 4 HF J YOU'VE 
GROWN 
! 


SOURY TO 
Wi (ug BATHER 
PLAY, we \ youl! 
SHIORI y 


YOU AND 
HORIK! JUST 
SLEEPING 
THERE UNTIL 
NOON... 


TO MAKE 


MATTERS WORSE, \. 


I THREW UP ON 
HER CARPET. 


SHE 
MUST HAVE 
BEEN 
SURPRISED. 


WE SHOULD 
BRING HER 
SOME SWEETS 
AND 
APOLOGIZE. 
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WHAT I CAN'T FORGET... 


. 


IT WAS THE DAY OF THE 
SUMIDA RIVER FIREWORKS. 


AREAS ONE 
ANP TWO 


COME 'N 
GET IT! 


SN 
GYATTA 


C GATTER /1 | 


iS 
“\ 


THIS spoT Is € aed 
awesome! 


a 
a 
4 


ITsuike | 

BOX SEATS 
FOR THE 
FIREWORKS! (@ 


—/ IT MAY BE 


a As | ; 


™\ ) RUNDOWN BLT 

THAT'S WHAT 

CLINCHED IT 
FOR ME. 


I'm Just * 

RUNNING 

OUT TO 
THE 


I'LL MAKE 
YOU SOME 
SNACKS 
WHEN I GET 


AR 4 ft E Se \ VY ; 


I'D BETTER 
HURRY! 


{EWP IES CWB) 3 EWC. “>a FWP 
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NS MOU Oe = ae ek 
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teyvou | |/yourre | EE 
\ |LET THINGS 2X GONNA GET Glee |) HERE 
SN] GET To KNOCKED ( we 60 
7 Your Wye DOWN. 7 a 
pl eh] HEAD 


aN: 


WN) OM, \ 


vl 
1 \,/ 
: WY fof BA 


og 
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A LITTLE 
a LIQUOR IN 
ae HIM AND 
HE STARTS 
LECTURING. 


YOU'RE 

BETTER 

SUITED 
FOR THAT 


MORE LIKE 
A DIVERSION. 


=) THAN ME AT 
“\ DRAWING 


TONIGHT I'M 
GONNA SPELL 
IT OUT FOR 


you 
ALWAYS2 


YOU KILLED 
A WOMAN 
BAMBOOZ2LES 
KIDS 


YOU USE ae | 
YOUR LOOKS 2 YOU CHANNEL 
TO SPONGE 4h o1 YOUR PENT-LP 
OFF LIBIDO INTO 


SOONER OR LATER, THE DAY [4 
MAY COME FOR ME TO PAV | ’ 
f] FOR ALL T'VE DONE. 


I SHUDDERED TO 
THINK WHEN THAT 
SENTENCE WOULD BE 
HANDED DOWN. 
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BUT THAT TIME 


DID YOU 


ee Rak COME HERE 
EVENING, » Joey 


o/ THE FIRE- 
a WORKS? 


VES, OF 
COURSE. 


A GLASS 
OF WATER 
2 


PLEASE, 
COME 
INSIDE. 


SQUEAK 


: SQUEAK 


SHE DID NOT 
KNOW TO DOUBT. 


f : 
; 


AND THEN 
I'LL PUT IN 

A SNACK 

a REQUEST 
WITH YOSHI, 


CRIME 
AND 
HONEY, 
HUH 


YOU COULD MAKE - 


ALMOST ANYTHING 
PALATABLE IF YOU 
COVERED IT WITH 


EVEN ON 
A CRIMINAL 
LIKE ME 


THE HONEY 
THAT I$ 
YOSHINO 
COULD 
PROBABLY 
OFFSET— 


IN THE 
KITCHEN 


WHERE'S 
YOSHINO2 


WHAT'S 
THAT 
VOICE2 y 


mR. 
FUKAWA 


eee Se 


SSS ae 
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LE EIS y ! 
/) Ngee . te 
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THE SMALL UPPER WINDOW 

| WN MY ROOM ‘WAS OPEN, AND 
"THROUGH IT | COULD SEE INTO 
\ THE ROOM. THE LIGHT WAS ® oe 
> ON, AND TWO ANIMALS WERE 
| THERE. INA DAZE TOLD 
MYSELF AS | GASPED FOR 

_» BREATH THAT THIS TOO WAS. 


> HUMAN, THAT § SHOULDN'T BE i 


» SURPRISED, THIS WAS AN 
_ | ASPECT OF HUMAN BEINGS, __ 
_ FORGETTING TO SAVE YOSHIKO — 


AND JUST STANDING THERE ON : 
LR THE STAIRS. : 


a i 


1 MIR OF SHO SRS PsP’ 


OV SORE SE REN HR 
BIA OSL KL [LRIOBSE OH 42° 
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SER OS RUHR ORY Mav’ 
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GER HUMAN, 


RAPING MY WIFE WAS 


WHOM 
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THE EDITOR FUKAWA 


ae 


Vai 


YOU JUST \ 
DIDN'T KNOW ¥ 


TO DOUBT 


ANYONE. 
oe 


THISIS  \ 
HUMANITY 


YOU GOINGS 
TO HELP ‘ 


GETTING AWAY 


THROUGH 
THE KITCHEN 


$ 


> 
paty 
x 
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ae 


YOSHI'S 
THE VICTIM, 


YOU'RE 
NO SAINT 
YOURSELF, 


I'M NOT 
COMING HERE 
ANYMORE. 


WAY RASS 


\ 


IF MY 
FATHER FINDS 
OUT WHAT 
HAPPENED ¢ 


HE'LL TAKE U4 A\\\N 
ME AWAY Y 7 iy \ N 
FROM YOU Wf ' \ 


I CAN'T 
DEPEND 
ON HIM 
AGAIN... 


HE OPPOSED V@ 
THIS TO THE 


YOTARO y MW y 


EDITOR- 


SENSE! 7 Ge My Ip in- 


I'M GOING 
TO BE HANDLING 
YOUR MANGA 
FOR A WHILE IN 
FUKAWA'S 


fb 
E| DEPARTMENT A 
Fj LITTLE WHILE AGO 
( AND WRECKED 
THE PLACE. 


WELL, 
TO MAKE A 
LONG STORY 
SHORT, WE'RE 
DOWNSIZING. 


THE MANGA EDITING 
SCENE EMPLOYS 
MANY TEMPORARY 
WORKERS. 


YOU COULD 
EVEN SAY THAT 
HE'S THE REASON 
THIS FIRM DIDN'T 
6O UNDER. 


BUT WITH PLIBLISHING 
IN A SLUMP, FLKAWA 
HAD BEEN LAID OFF, 


ABRUPTLY. 


I MEAN 
LINDERSTAND 
tHe uy | He’? BEEN 


WANTING TO | INVOLVED IN 
weeeTHe | KORCEON 
SINCE THE 


AND HE WAS 
THE ONE WHO 
STARTED UP 
OUR BIG HiT, 
POCKET BUNNY. 


COMPANIES 
CAN BE 
BRUTAL. 


S77 W HI ROWS 
. AN RN 


$O, JUST 
IN CASE, 


ee — f= I’M WORRIED 
I THINK mn ——— Thy GJM | THATINHIS 
IT'S UNLIKELY "a , i ie (| DESPERATE STATE | 
| a WE 4 HE MIGHT DO 

SOMETHING 

TERRIBLE... 


NOT SHOWN LP 
HERE 


QE 
[a4 
pan 

Ow 
et 
HO 


AND YOUR 
LOVELY 
WIFE 


ABOLIT 
| YOUR YOUTH | 
| ANP GOOP | 

LOOKS 


THE THING |S, 
WHENEVER 
FUKAWA GOT 
PRUNK, 
HE'D START 
ENVYING 
YOU... 
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PAYBACK 


2 


BACK WHEN 
I WwAs 
INVOLVED WITH 
THE POLITICAL 

GROUP 


I HAD 
LOOKED DOWN 
ON THEM, 
SCORNED 
THEM. 


MEMBERS WERE 
TEMPS WHO 

HAD BEEN 
LAID OFF. 


I'VE GOTTEN 
PAYBACK FROM 
A TEmp2! 


I'M SORRY, 
YO2O.., 


I'M REALLY 
SO SORRY. 


THAT'S 
ENOUGH. 


IT WASN'T 
YOUR FAULT. 


THEONE ‘ x THE ONE 
WHO'S TO WHO'S 

BLAME ‘ a () TO BLAME 
ie : \S.., 


yozo, 
YOU GOTTA 
come!! 


WHY DIDN'T 
HE TRY TO 
SAVE HER 


WASN'T 
THERE A 
FAINT SMILE 
ON HIS 
FACE2 


WHY DID HE 
BOTHER TO 
COME BACK 
UPSTAIRS2! 


THERE WAS. 
HE WAS 
DEFINITELY 
SMILING!! 


SHAPE UP 
OR ELSE 
PEOPLE WON'T 
~. LEAVE vou 


SEE, 
I TOLP YOU 


VOL'VE BEEN 
PLINISHED 
AFTER ALL! 


THAT'S WHAT 
YOU WANTED 
TO TELL ME. 


FUKAWA WHO RAPED YOSHINO 
IN DESPERATION IS GROSS. 


AND I, WHO JUST SAT THERE 
SHAKING, AM GROSS. 


I'M SORRY... 


A DEEP FURROW MARKED 
MY BROW EROM THAT DA 


MY VOICE GREW 
HOARSE. 


I'M GOING 
OUT TO DO 
ALITTLE 
SHOPPING. 


SHE BEGAN TO COVER HER- 
SELF UP WHEN SHE WENT OUT, 
THOUGH IT WAS SUMMER. 


INNOCENT, CHEERFUL 
YOSHINO WAS NOW A 
DIFFERENT PERSON. 


MY DAYS OF GETTING 
STEEPED IN BOOZE 
RESUMED. 


|} tm Home. 


IT'LL BE... 
ALL RIGHT. 


THIS WAY, 

I DON'T THINK 
ANYONE WILL 
LOOK AT ME AS 
A WOMAN... 


PLEASE 
FORGIVE 
ME. 


A 
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ee 
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YOSHINO 
DOESN'T 
GET IT 
AT ALL! 


WHAT PAINS 
ME MORE THAN 
HER GETTING 
SULLIED 


bs 
THE SULLYING 
OF HER 
BEAUTIFUL 


TRUSTINGNESS! 


CHARMING, 
CAREFREE 
YOSHINO! 


UNBLEMISHED TRUSTINGNESS 
IS A SOURCE OF SIN... 


* 


MB) NATURALLY, I COULDN'T 
GET ANY WORK DONE. 


WW 


I JUST KEPT DRINKING EVEN 
WHEN MY DEADLINE LOOMED. 


“a LI 


MR. 
TACHIGAKI'S 
ON THE 
PHONE. 


SS F 
I STILL Ya 


HAVEN'T = 
COME UP WITH = 
ANYTHING 


HELLO? 


THIS 
EPISODE'S 
GREAT TOO, 
YVOTARO 
SENSEI! 


t 
ENVY yOu 
FOR HAVING 
SUCH A CUTE 
LITTLE 


LET'S GO 
ON TO 


SELL LOADS =x 


OF IT 


HER TITS AND 
DOWN THERE 
TOO. 


YOU'RE 
SUCH A 
LUCKY 6uy! 


YOTARO 
SENSEI! 


r'm 
BEGGING 
YOU... 
PLEASE... 


(ad ) ARE YOU 
my Lees THRNED J |) NN se TAKING ME 
INTO JELLY, AND © \ + TO TASK FOR 
I JUST SAT THERE F | 

BACK THEN... 


ALL YOUR 
HAIR TO 


HEY, 
YOSHINO 


TE IT'S 
GOING TO 
HURT THIS 


NY MAYBE WE'RE 
WV BETTER OFF 
\\ JUST GETTING 


\ A DIVORCE... 


LL DO, 
YOU CAN 
TALK TO ME. | 


IF I’ 


©o 
ae 
ons 
oe 
rary 


MY NAME 


NASIR MEANS 6 'D LI 
"HELPER" IN PONDS _/* HELP YOU, 
PERSIAN, |, 


rm Not ] ii 
ABAD (225 | LET'S BE 


PERSON. coe FRIENDS, 


NASIR'S KIND WORDS FELT LIKE THE 
SINGLE THIN THREAD LEFT FOR MY 
DISTRUSTEUL SELF. 


BY TELLING ALL TO A RANDOM STRANGER, 
I THOUGHT I MIGHT HAVE A CHANCE AT 
DIVINE FORGIVENESS. 


wen) N , 


I MET 


SOE ONE IT MADE ME 
L GORE REALIZE HOW 
TALK TO STUPID IT 1S 


FROM MY 


HEART... 4 A 


TO MOPE 
AROUND. 


MeEz 


BRINGING UP 
DIVORCE... 


T’'M ALREADY \ 
PAST mY 
DEADLINE! 


WHOA, IT'S REALLY 
FLOWING, EVEN 

LOOK AT 2 WITHOUT A 
STORYBOARD! 


SKRITCH poe 


WHY, 
y YOU'VE BOTH 3 
GOOD CHANGED GOING 
EVENING. YOUR HAIR, FORA 
: MAKEOVER 
2 f 
I WAs 3 81H MYSELE DIDN'T 
: FLABBERGASTED a) c Lie I'D 
“| TO HEAR THAT J 4 MAKE THE ISSUE 
YOU DID IT eae THIS TIME. 
IN ONE DAY. \ 
Sr = 
MAPK 7 WITHOUT 
BULY A stORY- HAHA J | 
aL Boarp, | / 
Even. iL Mme 
VAN\NN 
BUT THE \\\) ano storv- fer P/ tet ine 
IDEAS JUST YY Borrvine FFP : Looe, 
STARTED XO, FELT Like A LE 
FLOWING WN\ wasteor fi, 24 | 
NN TIME, | 


HAVE SOME F-6) 
COFFEE. TRS 


IT'S YOUR 
BEST YET! 


YOU'RE 
REALLY 
ONTO 
FOE ING 


THE Goop WHA 


you 

WORK H 
SHOULD GET 
FOR NEXT SOME REST. 


< 


MONTH! 


AND 
WHILE I'm 
SLEEPING... 


You'LL DO 
THE EDITOR- 
IN-CHIEF2 


THAT WAS 
A BAD JOKE 


3 < 
BASSAS f 


THAT'S 
A TOUGH 
STORY... 


IT ALMOST 
MAKES ME 
se HATE 
| PEOPLE TOO. 


HOW SAD 


TO MAKE PLEASE, 


YOU FEEL COME WITH 
BETTER, ME. 


THIS IS 
A MAGIC 


THIS BACK 
ALLEY2 


ALL MY 


ERIENDS Use | 
THIS MAGIC. / 


THE MAGIC IS 


I'M NASIR, 
YOUR 
HELPER. ; » LET'S 
' ff BE AT EASE, 
yozo. 


Tenth Entry: Collapse 


KS ks 


GOD GIVES NO QUARTER 
TO THE FALLING. 


Zz 


J as be 6a at 8A 
Kydes Ws OU Ke SOOKE 1 


: aoe OP Seags Benet 
. : oe 
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" (TWASN’T EVEN A MATTER OF - 
_ FORGIVING HER OR-NOT. YOSHIKO ~ 
- WAS A GENIUS AT. TRUSTING. ‘SHE 


~ HADN'T KNOWN. TO COUBT. 
- PEOPLE. HENCE THE CALAMITY. 


 P ASK GOB, IS TO TRUST A SIN?_ 


> MORE THAN YOSHIKO HAVING BEEN 
| SULLIED, IT WAS THE SULLYING OF 


. HER TRUST THAT BECAME A SEED 


OF UNLIVABLE SUFFERING FOR ME 


a) FOR A LONG TE THEREAFTER. 


Bice yer ee 


S, 


~ Hwee: 


er ge. he 


“maaan as renew 
my Sh HEME AMO IS Ab bie’ | 
BRLINYHOO SE é 


UH 


4 IY 


LATELY MY BODY HAIR GETS 
TO ME AND I'M OBSESSED WITH 
PLUCKING IT OUT. 


AT LONG LAST 


| a 
\ a ZF 


EVEN WHEN IT’S CO 

I'M CLAMMY WITH SWEAT, 
$O WET WIPES ARE A 
NECESSITY. 


I CAN'T STAND 
CONSTRICTING 
ATTIRES SO 


= 


I ALWAYS 
BIG, BAGGY 


I HAVE NO APPETITE 
BUT MY CRAVING FOR 
SWEETS IS INTENSE. 


YOU'VE 
BEEN EAT- 
ING ALOT 
OF SWEETS 

LATELY. 


IT's ABOUT 
TIME YOU 
REPLENISHED 
IT... 


I'M OUT 
RIGHT NOW 


THE SAVINGS FROM MY 
MANGA ROYALTIES ARE 
NEARLY DEPLETED. 


a 


ui 


I'VE GOT 

A GREAT IDEA 
FOR THIS 
EPISODE! 


THEN 
THIS ALIEN 


THE CENTER 
OF THE 
UNIVERSE 


IT STARTS 
WITH PING 
ESCAPING TO 
OUTER SPACE. 


HE COMMANDS, 
“ELEVATE THE 
EARTH'S 
DIMENSIONAL 
LEVEL, LEAD IT 
TO THE 6TH 
DIMENSION!” 


GET THIS— 
TURNS INTO A 
HUGE BLACK 


YOU'RE 
JOKING, 
RIGHT2 


TH-TH-THAT'S 


THE K-K-KIND OF WV 


T-T-TIRED 
THINKING 


WHAT DO 
YOU MEAN, ¢ 


JOKING 


Nn 


MR. TACHIGAKI, 
I THOUGHT YOU 
WOULD GET IT! 


THAT'S I-I- 
IMPOVERISHING 
THE M-M- 
MANGA 


INDUSTRY!! 


MR. TACHI- \) 
GAKI'S 
ON THE 
PHONE. 


IF IT WON'T 
BE ABOUT 
DIMENSIONAL 
!) ascent, 1 DON'T @ 
WANT TO i| 
DRAW IT. 


HELLO? 


IS WHAT 
HE SAID. 


PLEASE BE | 
SURETO | 
BE DONE BY F 


THIS'LL 
ae REMAKE 
MANGA 


HISTORY! 


eT 


vel 
evele 


ines 


NA 


THE NEXT 
EPISODE WILL 
BE EVEN 
MORE 
AWESOME. 


T/LL PULL OFF 
A DEPICTION 
OF A BLACK 
HOLE'S 

INTERIOR. 


AND ME, IT'S 
ALREADY BEEN 
DECIDED TO 
MAKE THIS 
INTO A FILM 


) SPIELBERG WANTS 

TO DIRECT IT, WITH 
TOM HANKS IN THE 
LEADING ROLE. 


IT'S BEEN 
SENT TO 


YOU SURE 
WORK 


NEXT ONE 
WILL BE IN 
FULL COLOR! 


THAT'S 
ff a EASILY 200 
oo NX ZN mittion... 
VMI (No, 500 


MILLION. 


WHAT ARE 
YOUDOING ¢ 
HERE, 


I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
DEAD... 


peemen 


N-No, |. 
IT's NOT I 


LIKE THAT. §: 


ARE YOU \. 
ALL RIGHT2 A 


SOMETHING 
IMPORTANT 
__\ TO TALK TO 
YOU ABOUT, 


\( WHAT ON 
EARTH 
HAPPENED 


STRANGE (\ 
WOMAN \ 
WAS 
CHASING 

ME... O\ 


BUT IT's 

; a ) ‘is OKAY, 

< . I SLIPPED 
AWAY, 


IT'SNOT & 


i MY CHILD!! &//, 


OF COURSE 
IT'S YOUR— 


VOU'RE 
A LIAR! 


LIAR! 
GET Out! 


Tet sue 
DID IT AGAIN 


SHE 
DID IT 
OVER AND 


I WAS OUT 
AT MY 
MEETING. 


IT'S TIME 
FOR THE 
DIMENSIONAL 
ASCENT!! 


NOW, PING, 
LEAD ME TO 
THE 6TH 
DIMENSION! 


TOA 
DIMENSION 
DEVOID OF 
I~ PAIN! 


THE COLLAPSE HAD COME TO A POINT OF NO RETURN. 


TD LIKE\ 
TO SPEAK TO 
EDITOR- 
IN-CHIEE 
TACHI- 

"A GAKI. 


, YOu swine! 
VOU DIDN'T 
PUBLISH THAT 
EPISODE OF 
PING! 
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I HEARD 
THAT THEY 
GIVE AWAY 
LEFTOVER 
LUNCHES, 


I DON'T 
HAVE THE TIME 


I'VE ONLY 
GOT ONE 
HIT LEFT. 


WHAT TO 
Doz 


| I HAD COMPLETELY 
FORGOTTEN ABOUT 


E EXISTENCE OF MY 
ye AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL NOVEL. 
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Y WITH THIS 


HELLO, 
| { taisuu 
€\ FICTION. 


Taishu 
Bungei 
Co., Ltd. 


TANAKA... 
PLEASE 


\ yo202! 
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T'M ABOUT TO | 
} FINISH A NOVEL AA 
THAT IS SUCH AN. (|) HIN 
AMAZING MASTER- 
PIECE THAT IT WILL 
CHANGE LITERARY 
HISTORY! 


CAN YOU 


BUY IT 
Now 
FOR ME? 


FOR ONLY 
A MILLION 
\ YOU'LL BE 
| SING SURE TO 
eles Wasi SWEEP 
HAVE IT A At ae 
FOR Just | | Nar NN Literary 
A MILLION : 4 \\ AWARDS! 
AT THIS <4 
) stTaGel! 


WHO CARES 
ABOUT THAT 
SHITHEAD!! 


US GETTING BACK 
TOGETHER. 


STORES DON'T } 
PAY BY THE 


JUST GET THEM 
TO PAY YOU fw 
FOR TODAY Tyee, MAAN, 212 SET 
SOMEHOW! x ae Q  cirep. 


I KEPT 


BECAUSE OF HAVING TO 
MY MORNING TAKE BREAKS, 
SICKNESS f AND THEY 
DIDN'T 
LIKE IT. 
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YOU STILL 
HAVEN'T 
ABORTED 


T'LL NEVER = 

“ASAIN, ) THAT WAS 
\\\ THE LAST 
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. Mi iw 


YOU CAN 
MAKE A LOT 
AT THIS ONE 

AND THEY PAY 
QUICKLY, 


*Advance payment 
*Highest rates in 
metro area 


Private standby rooms! 


Hours 11:00-24:00 
Soapland 
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3 | Must be at least 20! \ ay ha 
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PLEASE 
STEP 


RIGHT IN. 


WEREN'T 
you 
HUMPING 
HORIKI AND 
FUKAWA 


AeuEsT | 
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WELCOME | 


SHE'S ONLY 
JUST Yi 
TURNED Z1.; 


PLEASE 
EXCUSE F 
THE WAY & 
I LOOK... 


AND YOU 
ARE? 


WHAT IS 
THIS 
ABOUT2 


yy EIT OINENNY! 
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THIS‘LL 
HOLD ME 
FORA 
WHILE. 


WHAT AM jy 
I DOING2 


THE SUNSET... 


YOSHI, 
will You 
MARRY Me? 


ees 


THAT'S WHY 
YOUR FACE 
LOOKS RED. 


DRUGS. 
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THAT'S ; 
6OoD. PLEASE! 
FIGHT 
BACK |, " 
HARDER ; 


sTO— 


IT'LL BE 


I'M SORRY, 
YOSHI, 


PLEASE... 


TO BEING 
MY KIND 
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JUST DID 
TO YOU, 
YOSHINO 


vo2o, ; ‘\ 

YOU HAVE SY, 2 KNOW, 

TO QUIT! GY) - , a) AND I'm 
'\ QUITTING. 


3) THAT'S 
SCARY 
STUFF... 


TO START 
ALL OVER 
AND WORK 


TLL 
STRAIGHTEN UP 
AND ASK THEM 

TO LET ME 
DRAW PING 


IT HAD BEEN ALONG T CE 
THE TWO OF US HAD SMILED 


Sie 
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DID NOT STAY HIS 
PUNISHING HAND. 


GOD, HOWEVER, 


IT MIGHT 
BE THE GUY 


FROM JUST 


Now. 


Ee 
ANSWER IT. 


I'VE BEEN 
LOOKING 
FOR YOU. Ai 


THE FACT 
IS. 


You've 


THAT 


FOUND 
MCE, YOURSELF 
sans ANICE 

WIFE. 


540 


YOUR 
FATHER 


IT's 
ALREADY 


LIVE 
A PROPER 
Lire! 


LAUGH 
LIKE YOU 


CRY LIKE 
you ePhs 


PRY MYSELF LOOSE OF A LIFE 
UND TO HIS SHADOW... 


YOU HAVE 
COME INTO 
YOUR PORTION 
OF THE 
INHERITANCE, 


YOU MEAN, 
I GET 
MONEY? 


DO YOU 
HAVE ANY 
INTENTION OF 
CLAIMING IT2 


SOON AS 
POSSIBLE 


FROM MY FATHER AFTER ALL... 
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GOES IT2 
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VISIT 
YOUR HOME, 
TO PAY YOUR 
RESPECTS TO 
YOUR EATHER 
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HE SAYING 


T YOU 
THINK2 


LITTLE MUCH, 
DON’ 
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Now 
DARLING, 


ES) WOMEN 
Ni SHOULDN'T 
\W MEDDLE IN 

MEN'S 
BUSINESS!! 


SO HITLER 
WAS YOU, 
DAD2 


TRUTH IS, 
WHEN TI WAS 
YOUNG 


SEXUALLY 
ABLISED BY 
THE HOUSE- 
KEEPERS. 


NO WONDER 
I'M TERRIFIED 
OF YOU. 


WHAT ARE 
YOU TALKING 


OVER AND 
OVER 
AGAIN... 


SO PLEASE 
SEND THEM ALL 
TO THE GAS 
CHAMBER! 


HO- 


NOT THE 
HOSPITAL!! 


HOSPITAL 
2! 


HOW LONG 
HAS HE BEEN 
LIKE THIS2 J 


BE TAKEN 
TOA 
HOSPITAL 

SOON, 


THAT FAT 
DETECTIVE 
WILL CATCH 
Mel! 
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WHAT = 
=a) SHOULD I 
= DO... 
DAD MIGHT 
wisn BGs COME BACK 
a/ TO Lice!! 

ane | | Ed 
YOUR FATHER : 


WAS CREMATED 
AND BURIED. 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT. 


SOHEWON'T 
COME BACK 
TO LIFE. 


THANK YOU 
FOR DYING. 
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THERE'S 


WRONG 
WITH ME. 


IE ONLY 
I DIDN'T 
HAVE ANY 


LOOKS LIKE PING HAS 
BEEN MADE INTO A 3D 
ANIMATION BY SPIELBERG. 


IT'S NOT 


YOUR FAULT. } //:\\ 
(IN, 


HE'S IN 
A STATE OF 
DELIRIUM. 


HE SHOULD }— 
GET PSYCHO- 
LOGICAL 
COUNSELING 
AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 


IF I TAKE 


HIM TO THE i oem) \ AND THEN 
HOSPITAL, ee sg — . . THEV'LL 

THEY'LL FIND i fi Voi : ARREST 
OUT ABOUT : a 

THE SPEED. 


HOW WILL 
YOU QUit2 


HOW WILL 
YOU QUIT2 


SHOW ME \Y f 
MN BACKTIO (YW 
=} SOLUNDNESS 


HOW WILL ACMI, 
OU QUIT? & . 
aie YOU QUIT2 


HOW WILL 
YOU QUitT2 


HOW WILL 
YOU Quit2 


THIS GAME 
1S FUN BUT 


TO THE 
SEA AT 
KAMAKURA 


LONG TIME 
NO SEE, 


I'M GLAD 
TO SEE 
YOU WELL. 


I miGuT've 
TURNED OLIT 
ALITTLE MORE 


IS THAT 
SO FUNNY 
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I'M ALL “ 
RIGHT 
Now. 


DON'T YOu 
THINK, 
AGEHAZ 


HELLO, 
YOSHINO? (= 


I'M IN 
KAMAKURA. 


MY ARM 
1S ALL 
BLOODY. 


EVERY- 
BODY'S 
DOING IT 


THE SEA AT 


\ KAMAKURA. 


BUT IT'S 
NOT 
GIVING ME 
PEACE... 
AT ALL. 


FOLLOW THE 
INSTRUCTIONS AND] peut 
SAFETY PRECALI- 
TIONS WHEN 
USING SPEED, 


I DON'T 
HAVE TO 

1 GO SO FAR 
[AS TO Quit. 


WHAT'S 
THE MATTER, 
DUDE2 


I KNEW 
a 
IT'S DAD. 


DAD HAD DIED 
AND BECOME A 
TRUCK DRIVER! 


CAN I PUT 
AN END TO 


NO, 
YOU'RE 
THE ONE 
WHO'LL 
BE ee 


TORTURING 
me!! 


WHY IS 
THERE NO 


CAN CURE 
DESPAIR2 


WHERE 
IS THE ONE 
WHO CAN 
HEAL SORROW 
2 oa 


IF ONLY 
THERE EXISTED 
A PILL TO RIGHT 

FILIAL 
RELATIONS! 


FATHER 
\ NEVER WAS 
ONE TO SAVE 
ME... 


SORRY BUT 
YOU NEED 
TO GET OUT 
HERE. 


I WALKED FOR THREE 
DAYS AND GOT HOME 
ER 
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MY DEAR 
DAUGHTER... 
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WHILE YOU 
WERE GONE, ¢ 
YOSHINO HAD 

A MISCARRIAGE 

FROM THE 

STRESS. 


IT'S NOT 
ALL HIS 
FAULT!! 


I NEED 
YOU TO 
SIGN THIS, 


TLL BE 77,i.~0™"\“D 
rieut 9//f// fh \||\\XY TM COMING | 


TO RESCUE 
YOU NOW. 


RESCLING 2 ANT NY PLEASE! 


YOSHINO Gn) ~) LET ME DO 
I . ~~ _ > IT OVER!! 


YOU'RE PEOPLE 
GONNA 


HORIKI, 


REALIZED } 
iT! 


THE HORIKIS SEEMED TO ENJOY THAT 
CRY, AND AS THEY ROARED WITH 
LAUGHTER I SLIPPED AWA 


I'm 
COMING 
TO SAVE 


RZ 


if 


SAVE HER 
THIS TIME 


WV 


IHAVE TO (|) 
| 


T'LL DO 
IT OVER 


NOBODY NOBODY 
NEEDS TO NEEDS TO 
UNDERSTAND, A KNOW 


ABOUT IT. 


CLOWNING 
\@ LIKE THAT 
\, IS USELESS. 
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BECAUSE | INN \\ DOESN'T 
AW AS Sa } CARE 
ABOUT 


QUIT 
pine at 
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I'M A GROTESQUE CLOWN f ra 
wn : oe 


IT STINKS. 


I'M GONNA 
PUKE. 


IT STINKS.J/s- 8 


HAVE YOU 
CROAKED2! 
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NOBODY 
WILL SAVE 
ME Now. 
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BUT MOST PEOPLE TAKE ME 
TO BE OVER 50. 


lll be 25 this year 
but most people take me to be over 50. 


No Longer Human 
The End 


IT'S LIKE 
A NIGHT- 
MARE... 


WHAT IS 
THIS DIARY 
2 


Ci? 


THERE'S 
MORE... 


Afterword 
Afterword 
| am Yozo Oba’s friend, Masao Horiki. 


| found this diary on Yozo’s laptop among his belongings and have made 
it public without his consent. | have done so with the hope that, with a 
sufficiently wide readership, | may be able to obtain some clue as to his 
present whereabouts. Moreover, Yozo had always said that he would 
write a novel in diary form. Since he wrote it under the premise that it 
would be published as a novel, | did not feel that | was betraying his 
wishes by starting up this site. 


Yozo Oba was taken into custody while wandering through the streets on 
a snowy day, coughing up blood. After an examination he was arrested 
and indicted for drug use. At his trial he was sentenced to probation and 
he entered a drug rehabilitation facility. 


It was at this time that | rekindled my friendship with Yozo and would 
often visit him in rehab to check in on his condition. But one day he 
suddenly disappeared. If anyone has any information about Yozo Oba, 
please contact me by email. 


REGRETTING 
SOMEWHAT THAT 
I'D STAYED UP 
LINTIL MORNING 
READING THE 
LINHAPPY DIARY, 
I WENT TO BED. 


YET, 
THOUGH DAYS 
WENT BY 


THANKS 

TO MY 
EDITORIAL 
CONTACTS | 


ARE YOU 
INTERESTED 

( IN KIDS! 
@ MAGAZINES 


BUT 
ACTUALLY 


[NICE TO \ 


MEET YOU, | 


| my Name | 


IS FURUYAZ 


I WANTED 
TO ASK YOU 
ABOUT 
YOTARO 
SENSEI. 


I COULDN'T 
GET THE 
GUY OUT OF 
MY HEAD. 


arevou \ on Qi | 


AERIEND OF o~ : Jb 
YOTARO Os 
SENSEIZ 


mR. 
TACHIGAKI'S 
STORY 
MATCHED 
THE DIARY'S, 


I'm 
LOOKING 
FOR HIM. 


HE EXPRESSED 
DISAPPOINTMENT 
ABOLIT THE 
CANCELATION 
DUE TO YOz0'S 
PROBLEMS. 


MR. TACHIGAKI 
GAVE ME A COPY 
OF THE NOW 
OUT-OF-PRINT 
FRETTY PING. 


AND 
WAS A 
600D 

PERSON. 


LAIDBACK BUT 
SLIGHTLY 
DARK... 


I SENSED 
REAL TALENT 


FROM IT. HARD TO 


WAS HIS FIRST 
MANGA. 
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IT TURNED 
oe OUT BAR 
; MANOS WAS 


REAL TOO. 


WELCOME 


I'D LIKE \ 
TO ASK YOU 
ABOUT YOZO 


A FRIEND OF 
Yo's2 


WOULD BE 


NICE. 
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HE WAS 
A GODLY 
GOOD BOY. 
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HE'D 
LOOK 
THIS OLD 


AT LAST 


AFTER WORO 


‘The Tamagawa Canal flows right by my old school in Mitaka City. 
I spent my three high school years there and returned not long after 
to fill a teaching post I held for twelve years. 


I first read Osamu Dazai’s works during high school. 


No Longer Human—the novel, which I read as my vague fears 
about the future were mounting, shook my heart. My life might 
turn out just like Yozo’s; finding correspondences between us, I fan- 
cied that I too was no longer human (and felt not a little high on 
myself). Yozo, with his way with women, was my depressive hero, 
and I think I found beauty in his ruinous lifestyle. Osamu Dazai is 
a genius at deftly tickling the adolescent mind like that. 


In time, not being popular with women for better or for worse, 
nor abusing drugs, the only correspondence was that I drew 
manga. But there was one sentiment that Yozo and I shared: 


“Human beings are terrifying.” 


Many of my manga depict people who are swept along by nega- 
tive emotions and find ruin. At the bottom is my belief that itd 
be a lie to depict human beings without also conveying ruin and 
negativity. But I leave a glimmer of hope as things wrap up. That’s 
my weakness. 


I drew the last scene with Yozo, where he may have ascended to 
a painless dimension, as faintly salvational. In the original novel, 
however, are only depths of despair and ruin that are distancing. 


It ends with an astonishing, bewildering scene of terrifying, weak 
humanity that pushes the reader away. It takes authorial confidence 
and the detachment of a person on the verge of death to bring 
things to such a point. I came to understand quite well as I drew 


that I lacked both. 


I sincerely hope that those who feel the manga is too dark will go 
and read the novel. A despair that I was in the end unable to convey 
can be found within its pages—genuine ruin that chipped away at 
that author's person. 


I conclude my No Longer Human sensing fate in the fact that the 
first volume could be published on the hundredth anniversary of 
Osamu Dazai’s birth and that, two years later, this final volume is 
appearing at the same time of year, which also commemorates his 
passing, 


Once again I live in Mitaka City near the Tamagawa Canal. It feels 
like a thread that connects me to Osamu Dazai, who drowned 
himself in it. 


Usamaru Furuya 


May 2011 


by Usamaru Furuya 
320 pages, $16.95/$21.00, Ages 18 and up 


For the sooty industrial town’s lads there’s 

only one point of light: the Light Club, a secret 
brotherhood they’ve organized in an abandoned 
factory. They’re on the verge of booting up their 
crowning achievement, a “thinking machine” 
fueled by lychee fruits. Cult favorite Usamaru 
Furuya’s most flawlessly realized work to date, 
here is Lord of the Flies for our new century— 
a text, however, that will never be assigned in 
schools. 


© Usamaru Furuya / Ohta Publishing Co. 
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War looms over everyday life in the capital. 
the bucolic outskirts of Suginami Ward learn that a riverside where spir- 


its reside is creeping with rotting anomalies, As the adults prove incapable, 
youth must take up arms. A sublime mixture of Hayao Miyazaki, Evangelion, 
and scatology! 


AVAILABLE IN DIGITAL & PRINT! 


© Jiro Matsumoto / Ohta Publishing Co. 


No Longer Human 
Complete Edition 


A VERTICAL Book 


By Usamaru Furuya 
Based on the novel Ningen Shikkaku by Osamu Dazai 


Translation: Allison Markin Powell 
Production: Grace Lu, Tomoe Tsutsumi, Pei Ann Yeap 
Glen Isip, Nicole Dochych 


NINGEN SHIKKAKU 

© Usamaru FURUYA 2009-2011. All rights reserved. 

© Kodansha USA Publishing, LLC for the English edition. 

English translation rights arranged with SHINCHOSHA Publishing Co., Ltd., 
through le Bureau des Copyrights Frangais, Tokyo. 

Translation Copyright © 2012 Vertical 

English language version produced by Kodansha USA Publishing, LLC, 2022 


Originally published in Japanese as Ningen Shikkaku 1-3 by Shinchosha Publishing Co., Ltd., 2009-2011 


This English-language edition employs a left-to-right version of the art simultaneously prepared by 
the author rather than the localizer’s mirror-image reproductions of the original. Previously published 
in three volumes. 


This is a work of fiction. 

elSBN: 978-1-64729-148-8 
Paperback ISBN: 978-1-64729-156-3 
First Omnibus Edition 


Kodansha USA Publishing, LLC 
451 Park Avenue South, 7th Floor 
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PITY THE FOOL IN THE MIRROR 


No Longer Human, the searing semi-autobiographical novel by Osamu Dazai, Japan’s Dos- 
toevsky, trades its original prewar setting for the brave new world of the aught years in this 
adaptation by the enfant terrible of manga. This unique omnibus, previously available in three 
installments, features left-to-right (rather than flipped”) art drawn by the creator himself for 
Western audiences. Find out how a self-described clown awakens to his dark ca 


Usamaru Furuya (b. 1968) turned to the world of comics after graduating from Tama Arts Uni- 
versity and has won worldwide acclaim for his incisive satire and often surreal imagery. Other 
works by him in English include the Grand Guignol-worthy Lychee Light Club. 

“| can't imagine that Dazai wouldn't be extremely proud of Furuya’s adaptation of his work.” 
—Comics-and-More , : 


“A deeply personal story brought to life by the pen of one of manga’s greats.= 
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